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CONFORMITY 
BETWEEN 

PoPERY and PAGANISM. 

luſtrated in ſeveral Inſtances, and ſupported 


by Variety of Quotations from the Latin 
and Greek Claſſicks, 


BEING = 
As QUEL to Two TREATISES on this Sub- 
ject; the One by the Learned Henry Mower in 


his Expoſition of the Apocalyps, and the other by 
the Learned Dr. Middleton in his Letter from Rome. 
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Aus tam cæcus in contemplandis rebus unquam fuit, ut 
non videret ſpecies iſtas hominum collatas in Deos aut 
conſilio quodam Sapientum, quo facilius animos impe- 
ritorum ad Deorum cultum d vitæ pravitate con- 
verterent : aut Superſtitione, at ent ſimulacra, 
que venerantes, Deos ipſos ſe adire crederent ? Auxe- 

runt autem bæc eadem Poetæ, Pictores, Opifices. 
Cicero De Natura Deor. L. 1. S. 27. 


By T. Seward, M. A. Rector of Eyam 
in Derbyſhire. 
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DISSERTATION 
Py ON THE | 
Conformity between the Pagan and 


 Popiſh Idolatry. 


HE Conformity between the Idolatry 
of the antient Pagans and that of the 
£ preſent Church of Rome, and the De- 
A rivation of the latter from the former, 
Wiz one of the moſt entertaining Topicks 
in all the Popiſh Controverſy. Inſtead of the te- 
dious Labour of unravelling the ſubtile Webs of 
Schoolmen, or of diſſipating the dark Miſts of Pe- 
dantick Nonſenſe; the Superſtitions of our Adver- 
aries have been render'd as it were viſible to our 
Eyes by an agreeable Parallel; which both ſets 

em in a moſt contemptible Light, and carries us 
back into the pleaſing Regions of Claſſick Litera- 
ure, where we are entertain'd with the Elegancies 
of Greece and Rome. The Pleaſure ariſing from 
tence is not unlike what a Traveller receives from 
i view of ſome of the worſt built Churches of /aly 3 
le Superſtructure is rude and Gothic, but being 
aikd on the Foundation, or ſupported by the Co- 
1 lumns 
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ds only a bare Similitude between the Popiſh and 
a M2:gan Superſtitions, from ſuch as have a nearer Al- 
t Wlance and are probably derived the One from the 


Other. | | 
One of the great .Corruptions of Popery is the 


Deifcation and Worſhip of Dead Men, or their 
alt Tribe of Legendary Saints. The Papiſts have 
been conſtantly accuſed of following in this the Su- 
perſtitions of their Pagan Anceſtors; but Dr. Mid- 
ton has produced two Inſtances of real Pagans 
being by accident taken for Chriſtian Saints and 
worſhipped as ſuch, viz. St. Euodia, and St. Viar. 
The former was only the Name of a Roman Wo- 
man who put up a Monument for another. The 
Scond, after being ſome time worſhipp'd as a Saint 

n Spain, was diſcover'd by an Antiquarian of the 
Pe to be only a Præfedtus Viarum, a Præfect or 
Overſeer of the High-ways; the former Part of the 
lnſcription being broke off, and the — 8. VIA R. 
only remaining. But as theſe were the Blunders of 
ome obſcure People, and rectified as ſoon as known 
by the Governors of the Church, the Objection to 
WPopery arifing from hence may be thought of ſmall _ 
weight. I ſhall therefore attack ſome of their more 
dienify'd Saints, and begin with One who ranks in 
he yery firſt Claſs in their Martyrologies, whoſe 
frine is viſited by numerous Devotees, and cele- 
Ibrated for various Miracles to this Day. It is 
dt. Victor the famous tutelary Saint of the City of 
Merſeilles in France, to whom a numerous Convent of 
Monks and a large and magnificent Church is there 
dedicated. The great Monifaucon in his Diarium 
lalicum, though he paſſes in ſilence all the other 
Curioſities of Merſeilles, ſuch as the various Manu- 
facures carried on by the Galley-Slaves, the Beauty 
wind Grandeur of the new City, and the Antiquity 
A 3 e of 
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of the old one; yet ſeems to think it neceſſary tg 
have paid his Devotions to the two great Tutelary 
Saints of the Place, Viſimus Cænobium F. Viftoris, 
cus Feelefia remoliſſimæ Antiquitatis ſpeciem prefer, 
Crypta ibidem viſitur in quam ferunt Mariam Magda. 
lenam poſt ſuum Maſſiliam appulſum ſe recepiſ, 
We viſited, ſays he, the Convent of St. Vier, 

_ © whoſe Church has the Appearance of very great 
« Antiquity, At the ſame Place is ſeen the Cell to 
* which Mary Magdelene is ſaid to have retired 
after her Arrival at Mer ſeilles. My own Deſign, 
whilſt I was in this City, was chiefly to diſcover its 
ancient Situation, and whether any Traces were 
now viſible of the remarkable Siege of it by the 
Romans. As I was wandring round the Hill where the 
it was very plain the Romans had their Camp, [ 
was led into the Church of St. Victor which ſtands 
Juſt at the Foot of it; and ſeeing a large Dragon 
painted upon the Wall, Lask'd one of the Friars the 
Hiſtory of his Saint. He told me, that St. Vifu 
came over to Merſeilles with Mary Magdalen, 
was the firſt Biſhop of it, and converted the M. 
| filians to the Chriſtian Religion. Upon asking the 
meaning of the Dragon on the Wall, he told me, 
that in the ſame Spot where the Church noy 
ſtands formerly grew a large Grove, which was in- 
feſted by a great Dragon that us'd to deſtroy many 
of the Inhabitants of the City; that St, Yaaur 
fought and ſlew this Dragon, and cut down the 
Grove which harbour*d him; and that this Mira: 
cle open'd a Door to the Converſion of the Maſi 
lians.— I immediately thought myſelf much bet- 
ter acquainted with this Saint than I expected, yet 
having no deſign of publiſhing, I negle&ed bring: 
ing away any Books that might confirm this to be 
the commonly believed Legend; but I ſuppoſe the 

; $ Dragon 
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Dragon on the Wall will be thought to render it 
pretty authentick. The only Accounts I can now 


and the Hiſtory of his Martyrdom publiſh'd from 


Chartophilax, Neither of theſe give an Account 
ofany part of his Life, except the Concluſion of it. 
They differ from the former as to Time, making 
tim ſuffer under Maximinian, which had it been in 
the very ſame Legend would not have ſtagger'd a 


Martyrdom into the Margin , and only obſerve, 
that Maximinian is once call*d ferociſſimus Draco, 
the moſt furious Dragon; and again, omni Dra- 


{izd him as the principal Perſon among the Chriſtians ; that 
ater maſſacring great Numbers before him, he offer'd him 


The Saint in a rhetorical Oration diſplay'd the Impiety of the 


tures, when 7e/zs-Chriſt appear'd to him with a Croſs in his 
Hand promiſing to ſtrengthen him, and to appear to him _ 
tefore his Death. After the Tortures, being flung into Priſon, 
Cbriſt again appear'd in the Night, when the Doors and Bars 
ll flew open, and the Dungeon was illumin'd with celeſtial 
Irghtneſs. Three Soldiers who guarded him being aſtoniſh'd 


Day martyr'd before his Eyes, and he was put into a Mill to 


and the Saint being {till alive, his Head was cut off with a 
word. When ſtraight a Voice from Heav'n ſaying, VictsT1, 
Vie rok, VicisT1: Thou haſt conquer'd, O Conqueror, 
thou haſt conguer d. — The Body was then flung into the Sea, 
but brought to ſhore by Angels, and bury'd in a Vault which 


This has full as Legendary an Aſpe& as the former. The Mi- 
cle in the Priſon is plainly taken from One in the Acts, and 
de Voice from Heaven, from the Voice in the Goſpels. 


A 4 | cone 


ind of him, are that in the Roman Martyrology, 


m old Copy by Columeius, at the End of Dr. Caves 


good Catholick. I will fling an Epitome of his 


* The Account in the Chartophilax is, That the Emperor 


life and Honour if he would ſacrifice on a Heathen Altar. 


Heathen Worſhip, and then overthrew the Altar with a kick 
of his Foot. That the Emperor enrag'd put him to the Tor- 


ell down at the Feet of the Saint and begg'd him to Baptize 
them, This being noiſed abroad, the Soldiers were the next 


to be ground to Death; but the Machine ſoon burſt in pieces, 


las been ever ſince famous for working Variety of Miracles. — 
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cone ferbcior, more fierce than any Dragon. Ii 
St. Vitor is ſaid to have overturned a Heathen Au E- 
with a kick of his Foot.— The Roman Martyroloi In 
mentions his being a Soldier, I ſuppoſe almo Ful 
every Man of Senſe will be apt to think the who Ar 
Account a meer Fiction; but he may perhaps change Pon 
his Opinion, when it ſhall appear from an authen Ar. 
tick Writer, that a real Grove once grew in tal 7p/e 
very Spot mention'd above, which was reported 4! 
to have been infeſted with Dragons, and where grei Nu 
Numbers of the antient Gauls were annually mu 9 
der'd, that a great Soldier, who had the Titles i Se 
Divns Victor, [St. Victor,] and lived not mam Et 
Years from the Age of Mary Magdalene, did real E. 
cut down this Grove, overturned and deſtroyed ſe Ro- 
ral Heathen Altars, and by this very Action f No 
verted the Maſſilians from a moſt cruel and in Sed 
ious Superſtition to a much more civilized ud A 
wmane Worſhip, If all thefe things can be mad 4c 
appear, though this St. Y;Zor ſhould at laſt pro 
to be no more a Chriſtian than Pontius Plate, yall Na 
no man can rationally doubt but that this is the dani ut 
whom the Maſſilians thus ignorantly worſhip. No Sec 


to keep the Reader in ſuſpenſe, every one of thek 
_ Circumſtances is literally true of Julius Ceſar, whi 
when he beſieg'd Merſeilles found there a remark 
able Grove, which is thus deſcrib'd in Lacan, Lib. } 


Ireven 
r 
fads 


Lucus erat longo nunquam violatus ub evo, 0 


Obſcurum cingens connexis Aera ramis, ade, 
Et gelidas alte ſummotis Solibus umbras. 14 
Hunc non ruricolæ Panes, nemorumque potentes Wb 

 Syloani Nymphagque tenent : ſed barbara ritu C f 


Sacra Deüm, ſtructæ ſacris feralibus are, 
Omnis et humanis luſtrata cruoribus Arbos. 
Hi qua fidem meruit ſuperos mirata Vetuſtas, 


tan 


le b 
( 


lis 
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lis et Volucres metuunt inſſſtere Ramis, 

Et luſtris recubare feræ, nec Ventus in illas 

Incubuit Silvas, excuſſaque nubibus atris f 

Fulgura : non ullis frondem præbentibus auris, | 

Arboribus ſuus horror ineſt. Tum plurima nigris 5 | 

Fontibus unda cadit, fimulacraque maſta Deorum | k 

Arte carent, cefiſque extant informia truncis. 4 

Ihe ſitus, putrique facit jam robore Pallor 

Attonitos : non vulgatis ſacrata figuris 

Numina fic metuunt; tantum terroribus addit 

Auos timeant non noſſe Deos. Jam fama ferebat, 

Sepe cavas motu terre mugire cavernas, - 

Et procumbentes iterum conſurgere taxos, 

Et non ardentis fulgere incendia Silvæ, 

Roboraque amplexos circumfluxiſſe Dracones. 

Non illum cultu populi propiore frequentant, 

Sed ceſſere Deis. Medio cum Phabus in axe eſt, 

Aut cœlum nox atra tenet, pavet ipſe Sacerdos 

Acceſſus, dominumque timet deprendere luci. 
Hanc jubet immiſſo ſiluam procumbere ferro, 

Nam vicina operi, belloque intatta priori 

Inter nudatos ſtabat denſiſima montes, 

Sed fortes tremuere manus, motique verenda 


* — frondem præbentibus] Farnaby gives five or fix dif-. 
rent Conjectures upon this. Firſt, it is interpreted of the 
ower Boughs wanting Leaves, from the thickneſs of the upper 
eventing the Circulation of Air. Another explains, «23 
D“, —frondibus nullas auras prebentibuss Berman 
ads for præbenſtbus — prædantibus; but this makes both a 
autology and Anticlimax to what went before. H. Grotius 
ads ſerientibus, to which Farnaby ſubſcribes, 3. e. ſays he, 
t e breath of Air flirring the Leaves. But how can ferio 
puify, to ftir gently? The Senſe is undoubtedly the true one; 
ut I think turbantibus bids fairer for being the Original, than 
ny of the above ; tho' that is ſtill too ſtrong a Word, and were 
wantibus as near the trace of the Letters it would be infinitely 
le beſt Reading. Thus Virgil, Ecl. 5. „ 


dive. ſub incertas Zephyris motantibus umbras. 


Ils 


Majęſtate 
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Majeſtate loci, fi robora ſucra ferirent 
In ſua credebant redituras membra ſecures, 
Implicitas magno Ceſar terrore Cobortes 
Ut vidit, primus raptam librare bipemem 
Auſus, et atriam ferro proſcindere quercum, 
Effatur, merſo violata in robora ferro: 
Fam ne quis veſtrum dubitet ſubvertere filvam, 
Credite me feciſſe nefas. Tunc paruit omnis 
Imperiis, non ſublato ſecura timore 
Turba, ſed expenſa Superorum et Cæſaris ira. 


Inviolate from earlieſt Times had ſtood, 4 
Chilling th' impriſon'd Air, a hallow'd Wood: 5 
No ſolar Ray e' er pierc'd the ſolid Shade, 
No Pan or Sdtyr cheer'd the gloomy Glade, . 
Nor Sylvan or his Nymphs ; but barbarous Gods 
With Rites infernal held their dire Abodes ; 
Reeking with human Gore the Altars ſtood, 
And every Tree was luſtrated with Blood. 

If on traditious Wonders we rely, 1 

Birds ſhun the Boughs, and Beaſts the Coverts fly, 0% 
Ev'n Elements are aw*d ; for on this Wood Ru 
No Tempeſt batters, nor from low'ring Cloud Witt 
Fierce Lightnings dart; the Leaves no ſingle Breeze 7 


Hiſtu 
Froln 
he | 
Irtle 
Maki 
No ci 
MI 
b Ig: 


Dire | 


* Mr. Rowe, in his Tranſlation, has great Excellencis, 
and great Defects. He often ſhines moſt when he wanders 
from his Author, and gives a looſe to his own Fancy. He 
frequently either miſtook the Senſe, or worzd not give him - prop 
ſelf the trouble of expreſſing it. This made a new Tranlla-W Be: 
tion neceſſary, in which it was much eaſier to avoid hi" 1: 
| Faults, than to equal his Beauties. The following Lines wil tool 
give the Reader an Idea of the one and the other. 


No wanton Breezes toſs the dancing Leaves, me C 
But Sid ring Horror in the Branches heaves, | 
Black Springs with pitchy Streams divide the Ground, 
And bubbling tumble with a fullen Sound ; 


Diſturbs, 
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riſturbs, but Horror huſhes all the Trees, 

rom Fountains fad black Waters ſtream, and near 
he diſmal Gods their horrid Statues rear, 

utleſs unchizled Trunks, whoſe gloomy ſite 

Makes ev'n their pallid rotteneſs affright. 

No common- ſtatued Deities could e'er 

uch Dread inſpire, for ſuperſtitious Fear 

; Ignorance's Child. Here oft reſound 

ire Groans from Caverns deep, Earth rocks around 
nd proſtrate Yews ſelf riſe from off the Ground. 
he Wood in Flames unſcorch'd pale Terror ſees, 
ind Dragons huge hang curling round the Trees. 
oof the People ſtand, nor dare invade 

th Knees profane the Horror of the Shade: 

y ev'n the Prieſt, when or the Sun or Moon 
ze form'd of Night or Day the ſilent Noon, 
[rembles within the dreary Paths to rove, 
nd fears to meet the Dzmon of the Grove. 

The Chief commands to fell the hallow'd Wood, 
or near the Camp, alone, untouch'd it ſtood, 


5 01d Images of Forms mis-ſhapen fland, 
Rude and unknowing of the Artiſi's Hand; 
With hoary Filth begrim'd each ghaſtly Head 
ee 


Frites the aſloniſb d Gazer's Soul with Dread. 


The firſt of theſe is very beautiful, and ſo would the Second 
Ws abſolute Stillneſs ; and /fivering and heaving are therefore 
te Beauty is Mr. Rowe's and not Lucan's, of whom the firſt 


niltook, putri robore pallor is not Dirtineſs, but the ſhining 
Ftitenels of rotten Wood, which in the Dark will ſometimes 
wear like a Body on fire, as putrify'd Fleſh will do from the 
me Cauſe. They who have ſeen a Tree disbark'd in a thick 
weſt, for the ſake of a Land-mark, will have the cleareſt 


* Ka of the putri robore pallor. 


Gloomy 


urbs, 


e if it did not give a wrong Idea; the Horror in Lucan ſigni- 
proper. The two next Lines are extremely poetical, but 


tly is a Tranſlation. In the two laſt the Senſe is quite 


1 
k 
us, 
| 
q 2 
f 


— — me _ r 
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an 
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Gloomy and thick among the naked Hills; 
But ſuddain Damp the boldeſt Boſom chills ; 
All ſhudder at the Deed, and fear to feel 
In their own Limbs the ſelf-reverting Steel, 
Cæſar who ſaw th' infectious Panick ſpread, 
Serz'd the keen Ax and plung'd it to the Head 
Into a trembling Trunk. Then ceaſe, he cry'd, 
Your idle Fears; quick let the Steel be ply'd. 
Dares there a W retch refuſe what I enjoin ? 
T' obey is yours; and if there's Guilt, tis mine. 
The Hoſt complies, not leſs but more afraid, 
For Cæſar's Anger all the Gods out-weigh'd. 


To this Deſcription it will be neceſſary to ad: 
what Lucan before ſays, that the Roman Camp wi 
on a Hill oppoſite to that on which the Cin 
flood; there is but one Hill that anſwers this De 
ſcription, and near the Foot of it ſtands the Conven 
of St. Vickor, ſo that the Situation exactly anſwer 
that of the Grove. In the next place, the Nona 
abhorred human Sacrifices, and always ſuppreſſed 
them wherever they became Maſters. Here there 
fore is a real Converſion of the Maſſilians. Cee 
would undoubtedly aſſume the Merit of having don 
this, and by that means avert the Slander of Implet 
and Sacrilege. It was cuſtomary among the Ro 
mans to put up Inſcriptions upon the Spot of ever 
remarkable Action: And as this therefore would nof 
paſs without one, a good Antiquarian would tel 
even to a high Degree of Probability, the very Word 
in which it would run. I am myſelf no ways con 
verſant in Roman Inſcriptions, but as near as I can gueſt 
it would have been ſomething like the following: * 

1 | | ax 


C. I. lis pe 
Drag 
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c. 1. c. DIVVS VICTOR LVCVM IMPIA 

qPERSTITONE C/EDIBVSQHVMANIS INQVINA TVM 

*XCIDIT MASSILIAMQ IN POTESTATEM P. R. 
'  REDEGIT. | 


In the dark Ages of the Church, inſtead of Caius 
"ins Ceſar they would have read perhaps Cariſſimus 
% Chriſto, and the P. R. will anſwer Papatus Ro- 
oni as well as Popul; Romani, ſo that it would have 
un in a Monkiſh Conſtruction. St. Victor, the Be- 

loved of Jeſus Chriſt, having cut down a Grove 
profan'd by an impious Superſtition and human 
& Slaughters, reduced the People of Merſeilles into the = 
quriſdiction of the Pope of Rome.”-- This, or ſome- 
ting of this Nature, ſeems highly probable but not 
eceſſary; for the bare Tradition of ſuch a Fact is 
ficient to build a Roman Saintſhip on. Mr. Bayle 
Eels us, that the learned Lounoy, a Doctor of the 
irboy, who was ſaid every Year to have pulPd ſome 
eint or other out of Paradiſe, expoſed the Abſurdity 
« the Maſſilians in believing Mary Magdalene ever to 
ave come into their Country: Now one may ſafely 
mllenge them to produce half ſo authentick an Ac- 


> Yn 


8 have done with regard to the true Perſon who 
b vorſhipp'd as their other tutelary Saint. As to the 
dry of St. Victor's Martyrdom, it muſt be obſerved 
hat Martyrdom is thought an almoſt neceſſary 
Qualification for Saintſhip, eſpecially in the antique 
Kints, and it is for this Reaſon that the Author of 
lie Legend publiſhed by Columeius, gives an allego- 
ical Turn to the Story of the Dragon, calling 
Maximinianus by that Name, and intimating that 


. perſevering to Death was his Conqueſt over that 
Dragon 3 bur all will judge this to be a very far- 
fetch'd 


wunt of any thing relating to her Reſidence there, 
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fetch'd Solution of the vulgar Story: For at thy 
rate a Dragon would be a proper Emblem in ever 
Martyr's Church, that ſuffer'd under any of th; 
Heathen Emperors. a 
I ſhall now attack another Saint, whom the P. 
piſts have ſtole from the Heathen Poets, withod 
the leaſt Change either in his Name or Hiſtory, | 
is St. Fippolytus, of whom the Martyrology fas 
Rome beati Fippoliti Martyris, qui pro Confeſſnil 
gloria ſub Valeriano Imperatore, poſt alia tormend 
ligatis pedibus ad colla indomitorum Equorum, per car 
duetum et tribulos crudeliter tractus toto corpore lat 
rato emiſit ſpiritum. The thirteenth of Auguſt © is; 
&« Rome the Feaſt of the bleſſed Martyr Hippohtu} 
c who for the Glory of the Faith under Yalrriah 
* the Emperor, after other Torments had his Feef 
cc ty*d to wild Horſes, and was dragg'd over Bed 
of Thiſtles and Briars, 'till his whole Body 
““ being torn to pieces he gave up the Ghoſt.” 
Every one who has read either Euripides, Ovid 0 
Seneca, knows this to be“ Hippolytus the Son of The 

| feus, whom Phædra his Mother-in-law, falling i 
love with, ſollicited to her Bed, but the chaſte Yout 
abhorring the Crime, Phædra accus'd him. to hi 
Father of having forc'd and raviſh'd her. Upo 
which Theſeus enrag'd pray*d to Neptune to deſtro 
him. Neptune being engag'd by promiſe to Theſet 
to grant whatever he pray'd for, ſent a Monſte 
from the Sea, which ſo terrify*d the Horſes whic 
drew Hippolytus's Car, that they ran wild, thres 
their Maſter, and dragg'd the Body along tit 
Ground till it was miſerably torn to pieces. Tit 


There is one Hippolytus mention'd by authentick Hiſtorian 
who was a Chriſtian Martyr, but the Martyrology has not on] 
him but four St. Hippolytus s more, beſide that which we an 
now ſpeaking of. 3 "I 

ſhortel 
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torteſt poetical Account that I know of it is in 


7 Notus amor Pbædræ, nota eft injuria Theſei, 


Devovit natum credulus ille ſuum. 
Holliciti terrentur Equi: fruſtraque retenti, 
Per ſcopulos Dominum duraque ſaxa trabunt. 
Exciderat curru, lorisque morantibus artus 
Hippolytus lacero corpore raptus erat. 


Well known is Phædra's Love, and Theſeus' Rage, 
Who frantick curs'd the Mirror of his Age 
His virtuous Son. The Curſe paternal ſpeeds 
With nimble Wing, and mads th' affrighted Steeds 
Yoak'd to the Hero's Car; furious they bound, 
And drag their wretched Lord along the Ground, 
Whoſe Limbs entangled in th' accurſed Trace, 
Clods, Brakes and Trees, and rugged Rocks deface, 


The Papiſts will I fear be aſham'd of owning 
teir Saint now he's ſhewn to be a Pagan, but I aſ- 

ire them they have no Cauſe 3 Plutarch ſays, that 
e Hiſtorians give much the ſame Account of the 


i lact as the Poets do. Suppoling it therefore true 
outen general, and that Euripides has not heightned 
hi doytus's Character, a Man of Senſe would pre- 
JpodMler him to whole Legions of ſuch Monaſtick Bigots 


$ their St. Francis's and St. Dominicks. He dy'd 
i Martyr to Honour, to Chaſtity and Virtue, and 


nſtesth beautiful are his Sentiments and Actions, that 1 
hic dope the Reader will pardon a ſhort Digreſſion 
hren llt 1 quote a Paſſage relating to them. When 
th thought him guilty of the Inceſtuous Rape, 
Ther other Expreſſions of Paſſion, he thus goes on 


 upbraid him. ETPIIT. III. 948. 


t on! | | 99 | On. 
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* In theſe Lines are contained a piece ot antient Literat 
Hippolytus had been Pupil to Orpheus; and the following f 
ciples of that great Philoſopher are plainly to be deduced fr 
Theſeus's Upbraidings and Hippolyrus's Anſwer. 1f. To v 
ſhip the Gods. 2. To chuſe virtuous and modeſt Frie 
3. Never to Lye, 4. Never to aſſiſt any Man in a vit 
Action. 5. Never to deride our Friends to their Faces. 6. 
treat them when abſent as well as when preſent. 7. 10 


Ti 
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Theſ. 


Art thou the Man who from Pollution free | 
Haſt ſate with Gods in heavenly Colloguy ? | 
Art thou the Chaſte, the Virtuous, and the Wiſe, 'Y 
Charging ev*n Gods with Ignorance and Vice? 
Thou for whoſe Food no Animal has bled, 

A Orpheus? Feet in Pomp of Science bred. 


Wioy;us after wondring at the ſtrange Accu- 
ation ſays, 


Behold you Sun whoſe Eye all Earth can ſee, 
That Sun ne*er ſaw a chaſter Youth than me. 
Fur firſt Padore th* immortal Gods Pm taught ; 
Paſſociate next with thoſe whoſe naked Thought 
Is void of Guile, who like myſelf n&er hye, 
Nor &er combine in Leagues of Villany. 
I bate th' inſulting Laugh and ſcornful Leer, 
| ] treat my abſent Friend as when he's near. 

So far from Rape, my preſent groſs Abuſe, 

My Body yet of Woman knows no Uſe, 

Eon wanton Tales and Piftures Poe declin'd, 

Such, and ſo white a Virgin is my Mind, 

oe Pictures. 9. To abſtain from Animal Food. — But there 
one Difficulty in the Lines above. The/zus upbraids his Son 
ith a Shew of ſuch Purity and Wiſdom, as to pretend to have 
da free Converſe with the Gods. And then he immediately 


b him, that he had charg'd the Gods with Ignorance and 
ay, — This ſeepis a ſort of Contradiction, nor will it ſolve 


0 


e Ee call it a Poetical Climax or Hyperbole; Euripides is too 
5 na Writer to uſe one fo forced and abſurd. Whether the 
cellent Author of the Divine Legation has quoted this Paſſage 
To W i 5 . 

Frei bt remember, nor have I his Book now by me; but to 


5 happy Diſcoveries I am entirely indebted for the true Senſe. 


| pleus was the Eſtabliſher of the Myſteries, Theſeus a Betrayer 
o em, Hippolytus initiated; Theſeus therefore upbraids him 
much ih his Initiation. Art thou He that pretend'}t to converſe 


ith the Gods? i. e. to be infirufted in the true Nature of 
em? Art thau He that taxef} the Geds | i. e. the Gods wor- 


To 


{ 


true Hiſtory ; St. Hippolytus ſeems to have bee 


fore only chriſtned a Heathen one. 


Mabillon confeſſes that Veronica is only the Name of 


Both theſe Saints ſprung from Miſtakes of Gret 


the Antients in general, that it may be almoſt called, The Key 
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To return to my Subject; I have now mentioned 
two Popiſh Saints who plainly appear to be the ſpy 
rious Offspring of two Pagans. St. Victor formed 
probably from a meer accidental Corruption of 3 


adopted into the Martyrology by ſome Monk, why 
in the Days of Legend- forming was too barren , 
Invention to produce Fables of his own, and there. 


Dr. Middleton gives two Inſtances from Mail 
and Biſhop Uſher of Saints being formed out 0 
meer Names: The firſt St. Veronica, who is enrolled 
in their Martyrologies, and is ſaid to have received 
a Handkerchief from our Saviour with the tre 
Image of his Face upon it; which Handkerchief i 
to this Day the moſt celebrated Relique in ih. 


the Handkerchief itſelf, being a Corruption of the 
Words Vera Icon, or the true Image. St. Anpbilu. 
las was worſhipped as Fellow-Martyr with St. Alan 
and is only a Word that fignity*d St. Aibar's Cloke. 


Words Latiniz'd : I believe the like Miſtake has 
produced great Numbers of ſuch Ideal Saints. For 
Inftance : In the Martyrology, St. Hilaria is faid 
to have ſuffer'd Martyrdom with her three Maids 
Digna, Euprepia, and Eunomia, and they are all 
four worſhiped together. Now there is the higheſt 
Degree of Probability that theſe three Maids arc 
nothing elſe but St. Hilaria's Epitaph, ſignifying 


ſhipp'd by the Vulgar] with {pnorance and Vice? Becauſe the 
grand Secret of the Myſteries was, the Abſurdity of Polytheiſm, 
and the Knowledge of One only God, Thus all is clear. This 
Key to the Myſteries opens ſo much Light into the Writing) of 


to the Claſſicks. 
that 
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hat ſhe was worthy [ of Admiration] Euprepia, by 
the Decorum of her Conduct, and Eunomia by her 


punt ual Obedience to Divine Laws, — Nor is it a new 


thing to the Word Zunomia to be adored as a God- 


des, the Pagans worſhipped her as the Mother of 


he three Graces 3 but among them this Goddeſs and 
ker Daughters were plainly allegorical, and convey'd 
1 fine Moral, viz. that the trueſt Beauties and Graces 
wiſe from Virtue, or a Conformity to the Divine 


Is. But among the Papiſts Eunomia and Eu- 


ria are meer Names without any Significancy at 
ll, The fame may be ſaid of three other Female 
Gunts, Fides, Spes and Caritas, Faith, Hope and 


(Charity, which are all worſhipp'd together, and are 


id to have been martyr*d under the Emperor Ha- 
ian. If the Papiſts meant the three Virtues, and 
worſhipped them as ſuch, they would only be on a 
Par with their Heathen Anceſtors, who by turns 
built Temples to almoſt all the Virtues; and of all 
the different Species of Idolatries this is certainly the 
moſt innocent. But as the Papiſts intend three Per- 
ons by them, unleſs they can give a better than a 
meer Legendary Account of their ever having had a 
bodily Exiſtence, we .hall look on them as worſhip- 
png three meer Nothings. In the ſame manner 
Concordia is worſhipp'd, and ſaid to have been the 
aove-named St. Hippolytus's Nurſe, and to have been 
martyr*d before him. Now it is certain that Con- 
ard was extinct in Theſeus's Family before he cauſed 


Wis Son to be lain; and perhaps ſome Poet might 


lave ſo expreſſed himſelf, and by that means have 
given Birth to this Nurſe of Hippolytus. There is 


Flome Reaſon indeed to ſuſpect that this Saint may 


be the Nurſe introduced both in Euripides's and Sene- 
('s Hippolytus z but if this be her, the Legend maker 
was very unhappy in his Choice, for ſhe is a rank old 
bad in both. PL 
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than two and twenty in the Martyrology. In thi 
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the firſt Anaſtaia, to whom a grand Church is ded! 


very ſelect Saints in their ſacred Offices. She is faid 


He preach'd unto them Feſus and the Reſurrettion. Sti (hurt 


of Chriſtian Parents after Chriſtianity was preachec 
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I have long ſuſpected a whole Group of very em 
nent Saints all of the ſame Name, to have had no othe 
than a meer nominal Exiſtence. They are the Ah 
ſtaſias and the Anaſtaſii of which there are no le 


latter Ages we have Accounts of ſeveral Men wh 
bore this Name, but I believe there is none, at lea 
I can find no authentick Mention of any before thi 
Cloſe of the third or the Beginning of the fourt 
Century. Now all the Martyrs above are in thi 
two firſt Centuries. The moſt eminent of theſe i 


ty | 
hes of 


cated in Rome, and who is invoked among theif 
to have been a Diſciple of the Apoſtles, and to hay 


ſuffered Martyrdom at Rome under Nero. Thi 
Name is plainly derived from the Greek Wore 


drdo regie, or the Reſurrefion. Now the Heathen bm! 


had ſo little Idea of the Meaning of the Reſurrectio ea 
that when St. Paul firſt preached it at Albens, the moſſi 
learned of all the Heathen Cities, it was taken for thd 

Name of a ſtrange Goddeſs, Acts xvii. Others [auf 
he ſeems to be a Seiter-forth of ſtrange Gods, becaiſſ 


Chry/eſtom and others thus interpret this, and it ſeem 
to me the natural Meaning, tho? not generally al 
lowed by the Moderns. However it is pretty plain 
that the Heathens had no clear Notion of the Reſur 
rection; ſo that this Auaſtaſia muſt have been born 


ohe 
Wh 0; 
ad 1 
lem 
ton 
at Rome. Now there is very little degree of Pro. dt 
bability that the Romans received the Goſpel til 
about the Year Nineteen or Twenty after our Savi- hut 


* N. B. There is an Auaſtaſia mentioned by Suidas, who 1 
ſuppoſed to have lived about the Year zoo, and ſome Epiltle- | 
are aſcribed to her, but both the Epiſtles and Perſon are of ver WW: 
duubtful Authority, | 


ours 
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s Reſurrection, viz. till the Council at Jeruſa- 
n had been held, and the Converſion of the Gen- 
les became more general. As to the idle Story of 
+ Peter's having been twenty-five Years Bilhop 


tre, it is believed by none but bigoted Papiſts. 
Wi ſuppoſing it true, and that Chriſtianity was 
reached in Rome twenty- five Years before the Nero- 


m Perſecution. Is there the leaſt degree of Proba- 
ity that any new Converts, the immediate Diſci- 
e of the Apoſtles, would have named their Child 
te Reſurrection? A Name which is almoſt Blaſphe- 
in any Man to aſſume. They who can ſuppoſe 
bs probable muſt have a Faith peculiarly adapted 
pa Popiſh Martyrology. If they can prove this 
om any authentick Writer, or prove any thing of 
Wt: like Nature, v/z. that any one primitive Chriſtian 
Amed the“ Names peculiar to our Saviour, I will 
mit, but in the mean time I will endeavour to 


on ea very probable Account of the real Birth of this 
oft, and all her Nameſakes. Many of the firſt 
the blick Chriſtian Churches were called Martyria, be- 


Wo dedicated to our Saviour and his Martyrs. The 
voſt noble and magnificent of all theſe ancient 
urches that was built by Conſtantine over our Sa- 
our's Tomb, which Euſebius calls d ravgyor rs 
Wryew M 2.9 TATE Ws (hc0TYou9, The moſt Holy Marlyri- 
m or Teſtimony of the Reſurrection of our Saviour; 
ad in the Comments on Euſebius a Medal of this 
ornfWlemple is menpioned by Valęſius, where the Inſcrip- 
to was ANACTACIC, and the Latin Writers, 
0-6 Ot. Jerom and others, call it the Auaſtaſis. As this 
till" deſign'd by Conſtantine as the largeſt and principal 
wich of the World, undoubtedly Churches in every 


0 58 ter, a very old Biſhop of Rome, may at firſt Sight ſeem 
lll e have taken his Name from our Saviour, But Sotor was a 
ver mon Name both to Greeks and Romans long beicre sar Sa- 
Mar's Lime. | 
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and feminine, would ſuch Inſcriptions beget? T4 


is ſaid to have been raiſed from the Dead, who ſeems} 
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City were built in Imitation of it with the ſim, 
Inſcription, which in Latin would run with the uſu Qints 
Abbreviations, S. ANASTASIS MART, or 51 
Holy Martyrium of the Reſurrection. Now when th hoe 
Greek Language faded, and this Word was not un yitho 
derftood, what a Number of Saints, both maſculin ;l to! 


Church of St. Anaſtaſpa at Rome is ſaid, in i tour 
Roma Moderna, to have been firſt built in the Tei tis G 


Three Hundred; and it is probable the Marhriu — 


with this Inſcription was one of the firſt built Churche vcki 
in Rome, Moſt of theſe Auaſtaſias and Anaſtafii at tevi: 
{aid to have ſuffered in general Perſecutions, and ar Jun 
at the Head of ſeveral other Martyrs. One undeſ Pao: 
Valerian is ſaid to have been bound with Chains, bea fed 


with Fiſts, tormented with Fire, ſcourged, to hav t t 


had her Breaſts cut off, her Nails tore off, her Teeti the 
daſh'd out, her Hands and Feet cut off, and laſti is r: 
beheaded. — This looks like the Deſcription of a ge hav 
nera] - Perſecution and not that of a ſingle Perſon WW vas 
and the Reafon of its being applied to lone ſeems t ann 
be this. It is highly probable that the Martyria de- Po 
dicated to the Martyrs were alſo inſcrib'd to the bet 
Reſurrection, and they would then perhaps run the 


S. ANASTASI I. C. « 
ET MARTYRIBVS SUB VALERIANO. 1 


And fo with regard to the other Perſecutions.— J 
There is one Anaſtaſius who before his Martyrdom} 


to owe his Being to ſome confuſed Idea of the Mean-} 
ing of the Word. There are two Anaſtaſſi ſaid to 
have been martyr'd together, who perhaps received 
their Saintſhips from hence. The Tav4y:i0: men- 
tioned above is in Latin Sacro-ſanfum, which in In- 
ſcriptions is wrote S. S. and theſe ſtand likewiſe for 

two 
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mo or more Sainis. Before I take leave of theſe 
vints, I muſt obſerve that one of the Females has 
ter Feaſt on Chriſtmas Day, as have three others, 
sho are mentioned by Name, and many thouſands 
without Name, who are faid to have been martyr'd 
l together under Dioclſian. The Martyrology fo 
abounds with Saints, that they cannot allow our Sa- 
four himſelf a Feſtival without giving a Share of 
tis Glory and Worſhip to ſuch Numbers of others. 
Rut perhaps it may be thought, that in at- 
ucking theſe meer nominal or ideal Saints, I have 
teviated from my Point, becauſe they are Popiſh 
Blunders, without any Conformity to the antient 
Pagans, - I muſt therefore ſhew that the Pagans 
ned to make exactly the ſame Blunders with regard 
tb their canonized Divi or Demi-Gods. Among 
e Romans, Carmenta the Mother of Evadner, who 
b reported to have been a great Propheteſs, and to 
have foretold the future Grandeur of that People, 
was worſhipped as a Goddeſs, and honoured with 
annual Feſtivals, and together with her two Nymphs 
Porrima and Poſtverta, who are ſuppoſed to have 
been her Siſters or Followers; but Ovid diſcovers 
the Secret of their being only two obſolete Latin 
Words, which were uſed as Epithets to the Goddeſs, 
lenifying that Carmenta knew both what was paſt, 
ad what was to come. Faſt, Lib. 1. 


Si quis atmas veteres Ritus, alſiſte precanti, 
| * percipies non tibi nota prius. 

* Porrima placatur Poſtvertaque, ſeve Sorores 
ive fuge Comites Manali Diva tua, 


* Macrobius differs from Ovid. He calls them Antewrria 
ad Poftvorta, and makes them the Companions of Janus; it 
o they were properly the Names of his two Faces. Saturn. 


Lib, "Ki Cap. 7. 


B4 Altera, 


into the dark Abyſs of Saint-worſhip. I ſhall draw} 


Popiſh Saint is Almachius, whoſe Feſtival is on thef 


Collection of Tracts againſt Popery, but as it is on- 


Deſign to explain the Blunder that probably gave 
occaſion to it. The Account in the Martyrology is, 
Rome Sancti Almachit Martyris, qui, jubente Alipio 


of which Menalus was a Mountain, 
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Altera, quod porro fuerat, ceciniſſe putatur, Nati 
Altera, veniuram poſtmodo quicquid erat, pious 

| Im 

Whoe'er delights in antient Lore draw near, he 
For Names unknown before {hall now be clear, befo 
Poſtverta Porrima together came, _ Fi: 
* Siſters or Followers of th' Arcadian Dame, o b 


And with her ſhare in Worſhip and in Fame. 
But this the Meaning, one the paſt could ſee, 
And one the Embryos of Futurity. 


Ovid does not quite ſpeak out, but the Commen- 
tators agree 1n the Interpretation given above. Such} 
Accidents are very natural to all who run headlong 


one Parallel more between a Popiſh and a Pagan 
Blunder, which have deify'd two Words, which tho' | 
not the ſame, yet mean much the ſame thing. The 


Firſt of January. What Proteſtant firſt ſaw and 
expos'd the Folly of thus worſhipping an Almanach 
I know not. It is mention'd in that late excellent 


ly juſt mentioned there, it will be neceſſary to my 


Urbis Prefetto, cum diceret : Hodie Oftave Dominic 
Diei ſunt, ceſſale a ſuperſtitionibus Idolagum, et a Sa- 
crificiis pollutis: A Gladiatoribus occiſus et. On the 


Firſt of January, at Rome, is held the Feaſt of St. 
Almachius, who was by Order of Alipius the Prefett | 
of the Cily flain by Gladiators, for ſaying that this 1s | 
the Octave of our Lord, [or the eighth Day of his | 


* Carmenta who with her Son Evadner came from Arcadia, | 


Nati 


Pagan and Poprſh Idolatry, 25 


Nativity] leave off therefore your ſuperſtitions and im- 
nous Sacrifices. —— Now the Chriſtian Calendars or 
Almanacks do ſay ſomething of this, and probably 
the firſt of thoſe Calendars might have been publiſh*d 
before the Government of Rome became Chriſtian, 
and have been order'd by ſome Heathen Governor 
o be deſtroyed : But Burning would have been a 
much properer Martyrdom for this Saint than the 
Swords of Gladiators. However as the modern 
Romans have deify'd him, the old Romans have a 
Goddeſs that makes a very proper Conſort for him. 
It is Anna Perenna, who was long worſhipp'd at 
Rome, tho* few of the Vulgar ſeem to have known 
who or what ſhe was. Some made her Anna the 
titer of Dido, others an old Woman, that daily 
brought Food to the Plebeians in their Seceſſion from 
the Patricians, but Ovid plainly hints that ſhe gain'd 
ter Divinity from the Cuſtom, in the Beginning of 
the Year, of People's wiſhing each other annare et 
ferennare, i. e. to live this and many Years, Her Feaſt 
was held on the Ides of March, and Ovid urges that 
s a Proof, that March began Romulus's Year and 
n- tot January, reckoning from the Vernal Equinox 
ny nd not the Winter Solſtice. Her Feſtival was ce- 
ve Bi Ebrated with great Debaucheries of every kind, tho' 
15, Wi ciietly with Drunkenneſs; thro' hope of living as 
bb many Years as they could guzzle down Cyathos or 
1c! Cups of Wine. 


CLI — 


2 1 Il 

te ll Sole tamen vinogue calent, annoſque precantur, 

. Quot ſu mant cyathos, ad numerumgue bibunt : 

4 ndenies illic qui Nęſtoris ebibat annos, : 
wy Qiu. /it per calices fatta Sibylla ſuos. Faſt, I. 3. 
, Warm with the Grape, as many Years they pray 


s they quaff Bumpers on this Feſtal Day, 
tle | 5 There 
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ours not for a Day or two as the Former, but fo 


Vears. | 
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There ſome Mens Draughts can * Neſtor's Ape pro. 
| long, | n | ITY 
But Womens Gullets drink the Sihl young. 


Though we allow this to be only a Poetical Flight | 
yet, from a thoufand Paſſages in the Claſſicks, it ig 


evident the old Romans were many of them deen 04 
Drinkers, perhaps the only Vice which the preſent be 
Italians do not equal. For in the Carnivals with wh 
which the preſent Romans celebrate the New-Year MW in 
they have adopted the moſt looſe and vicious Rite ue 
of antient Paganiſm. It is nothing but an improvꝰꝗ all 
Copy of the Salurnalia, as Henry Mower has obſervꝗ it 
from Polydore Virgil. His Quotation is ſhort, buf ud 
the Chapter to which he refers, De Rerum Invent 10 
Lib. 5. Chap. 2. is fo curious, that I will give ante 
Extract of it. Pohdore firſt quotes a Decree of Pop t f 
Zacharias, forbidding to celebrate the New Tea dd 
with Dances, Songs and Banquet, according to th l 
Cuſtom of the antient Heathen. gut this Decreef ther 
« fays he, is ſo far from being obſerved, that al ot 
<< ſorts of Games, Diverſions, Races and Shows ar nal 
< exhibited to the People, and particularly in Tah | 


« juſt as they were by the Old Romans; and as they tha 
&« us'd to have Poems recited in the Theatres to the 
* Honour of their Gods; ſo now, ſays he, do we 
& recite the Lives and Martyrdoms of our Saints 
and that too in the Vulgar Tongue. As in thg 
«<< Saturnalia the Servants were allow*& to command 
< their Maſters, fo, ſays he, are ours, and one off 
« them is created the Governor of the Feſtival. Ag 
<« in the Megalenſian Games, the old Romans us d to 
go ſporting about the Streets in Maſques, ſo dc 


* Neflor's Age was three hundred, the Sibyls a thouſand 


d Wickedneſs. 
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4 two whole Months thus run maſqued about the 
« Streets, committing all Sorts of Debaucheries and 


England is the only Kingdom that 
« is not polluted with this filthy Cuſtom, nor will 
« eyer be; ſince it is there made Death by Law to 
« appear in Maſques.” From this Account of Po- 
hore, who wrote juſt before the Reformation, we 


ee that the Carnival in his Time continued two 


hole Months, viz. from Chriſtmas till the Begin- 


ing of Lent, and that too in all Popiſh Countries 
ite except England. The Popiſn Church in this parti- 

WJ ular is much reform'd; I believe the Carnival is 
ot now celebrated with theſe Magalenſian Maſque- 


ndes in any State out of Haly. And even in Rome, 


ow much ſoever ſhe hates all kind of Reformation, 
de Carnival continues only a Week; but in Venice 


( fill maintains its full Term of Licentiousneſs. Po- 
Veal j15ore was miſtaken in his Conjecture of the Engliſs 


MF having perpetually excluded Maſquerades. 
WT ther the Law he mentions was ever repeaPd, I know 
ot; but England has been always more famous for 
naking good Laws than for executing them. 


Whe- 


But to return to St. Almachius, is it not amazing 


WT that the Church of Rome, however corrupt, ſhould 
de fo groſly blind to let a Saint, whoſe viſionary 
being muſt be known by every School-Boy that 
an read his Story, ſtand at the very Head, lead the 
Van of all their Martyrs, and partake of the Wor- 
bi paid to Hur Saviour on the Day of his Circum- 
aon? That he ſhould maintain his Dignity after 
iche Reviſals of their Martyrology, a Book pub- 
lid with the full Pomp of a Divine Revelation, 
vrbidding the Uſe of any other Martyrology through- 


out the Chriſtian World, and anatbematizing any 
terſon who ſhall either add to, change or diminiſh 


ay part of it?, And whoever, ſays Clement the Tenth 


who 


God Almighty thus profan'd, and his Signet, as it 


ted the Name of the Chief of theſe Saints, proba- } 
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who laſt revis'd it, Hall diſobey ibis Decree ; ¶ nove- 
rit ſe in Dei Omnipotentis, beatorumque A poſto- 
lorum Petri et Pauli indignationem incurſurum.] Lt WM int. 
him know that he fall incur the Indignation of A. Wi jo! 


mighty God and the bleſed Apoſtles Saint Peter and W* 
Saint Paul. 


As I doubt not but the Readear's Indignation | 
will be ſufficiently incurr'd by ſeeing the Name of 


were, ſtamp'd upon ſuch groſs Falſities. I will en- 

deavour to keep up his Indignation by quoting ano- 
ther Legend, the Abſurdity of which 1s very ob- 
vious, and occurr'd to me upon reading the Mar. 
tyrology, without the leaſt Recollection of having 
{cen it expos'd before; but upon a ſecond Reading 


of Dr. Middleton's Letter, I found it quoted by him WM © 
from the Roma Subterranea : | ſhall therefore beg 
leave to uſe his Words, and then to add what I had 
wrote down before 1 knew of them, ; 

« The Story of Arion the Muſician, riding trium- WI 


AQ 


£ 


phant with his Harp on the Back of a Dolphin, 
that took him up when thrown over-board at Sea, 
ce is, one would think, too groſly fabulous to be ap- 
„ plied to any Purpoſe of Chriſtian Superſtition; 
« yet our preſent Romans ſo far ſurpaſs the old in 
«© Fable and Impoſture, that out of this ſingle } 
Story they have coined many of the ſame Stamp, 
« viz, of Dolphins taking up and bringing aſhore | 
« ſeveral of their Saints.” Thus far, Dr. Mid. 
aleton. ” rl 

As Aringhus, the Author referr'd to, has omit- 


AQ 


bly by Deſign, leſt the Identity with the Pagan | 
Fable ſhould be too apparent, I will inſert the 
authentick Account of him from the Martyro- | 
logy. Paſſio San*tyrum Ariani Præſidis, T 2 et | 

aliorum | 
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trum trium, quos Juden ſubmerſos in mare necavit; 
i Delphinorum obſequio corpora eorum ad littus delata 

On the 8th of March is celebrated, the Paſ- 
fon of the Saints Arianus Præſes, Theoticus, and 
three others, whom the Fudge kill'd by drowning them 
in the Sea, but by the Miniſtry of Dolphins their Be- 


i dies were brought to Shore. We here ſee the 
Popiſh Legend, which gave me an Opportunity 
of quoting one of the moſt beautiful and the moſt 


y Ovidian Fables in all the Faſti. I deſigned it 


p have accompany*d the Legends of St. Victor 
ad St. Hippolyius ; but ſeeing Arion already men- 
ioned by Dr. Middleton, I poſtponed it. Faſto- 
FU} L. 2. | | 


Quod Mare non novit, que neſcit Ariona tellus ? 
Carmine currentes ille tenebat aquas. 

Sepe ſequens Agnam, lupus eſt d voce retentus, 
Sepe avidum fugiens reſtitit agna lupum. 

Sepe canes leporeſque umbra cubuere ſub una, 
Et ftetit infeſte proxima cerva Lee. _ 

Et fine lite Ioquax cum Palladis alite Cornix 
Sedit, et accipitri jundta Columba fuit, 

Cynthia ſæpe luis fertur vocalis Arion; 
Tanguam fraternis obſtupuiſſe modis. 

Nomen Arionium Siculas impleverat urbes, 
Captagque erat Lyricis Auſonis ora fonts, 

Inde domum repetens puppim conſcendit Arion, 

 Atque da queſitas arte ferebat opes. | 

Forſilan infelix ventos undaſque timebas . 
At tibi Nave tua tutius æquor erat. 


Mamque Gubernator diſtricto conſtitit enſe, 


Ceteraque armata conſcia turba manu. 
uid tibi cum gladio? dubiam rege, Navita, Puppim : 
Non funt hec digitis arma tenenda luis. 


Ile 
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Ile metu vacuus: Mortem non deprecor, inguit, 
Sed liceat ſumpta pauca referre Lyra. 
Dant veniam ridentque moras : capit ille Coronam 
Qusæ poſſet crines, Phebe, decere tuos, 
Induerat Tyrio diſtintfam murice Pallam - 
Reddidit icta ſuos pollice chorda ſongs. 
Flebilibus numeris veluti, canentia dura 
Trajefius penna tempora, cantat Olor. 
Protinus in medias ornatus defilit undas : 
Spargitur impulſa cærula puppis aqua. 
Inde, fide majus, tergo delphina recuruo 
Se memorant oneri ſuppoſuiſſe novo. 
Ille ſedens, citharamque tenens, pretiumque vehendi 
Cantat, et equoreas carmine mulcet aquas. 
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Arion's Harp of every Tongue's the Theme, | 
Whoſe artful Sounds could ſtill the bubbling Stream: ¶ Ovi 
Could ſtop the Wolf and Lamb in full Career, uss b 
And that his Hunger loft, and this her Fear. nd th 
On the ſame Turf the Hound and Hare reclin'd, Myphy 


And friendly couch'd the Lioneſs and Hind, Marin 
Mute fate the hooting Owl and chattering Pye, ue R 
Nor flew,the Pigeon tho? the Hawk was nigh. mhiſt 
Charm'd with thy Lays ev'n Cynthia ſtaid her Flight, Miiorc 
And liſtning ſtood th* aſtoniſn'd Steeds of Night. {Wait 
Sicilia*s roaring Waves were huſh'd around, en 
And all Auſonia's Cliffs were raviſh'd at the Sound. Ie ha 
From hence returning to his native W _ 9 
He ſhipꝰd rich Treaſures which his Art had gain'd. MWiue 
Perhaps thou fear'ſt in vain th' engulphing Wave, Wii | 
But Ships oft ſwallow when the Sea would fave. nll t 


Ver 
b*g0! 
Pref 


For now the lawleſs, greedy, murd'ring Crew 
Around thee fierce their glittering Faulceons drew. 
Ye faithleſs Guides, is Blood the Seaman's Trade ? 


But lo, the Victim ſmil'd and fearleſs ſaid, usN 
5 Not 
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ſot Life I beg but one Eſſay of Art 

fore my Lyre and 1 for ever part. 

ughing, the Ruffians grant the idle Boon, 

hen ſtraight he ſeizes his Phæbtian Crown, 

is Veſt puts on all rich with Tyr:an Dye, 

ind then awak'd the Soul of Harmony: 

is the ſtruck Swan with Muſick welcomes Death, 
ind in fad Numbers ſings away his Breath. 
hus playing, quick from off the Deck he ſprings, 
Wind o'er the Bark the ſparkling Water flings. 
hen, ſuch the Pow'r of Verſe, a Dolphin rears 
s curving Back, and o'er the Billows bears 

b harmonious Bard, who fitting ſings and plays, 
Ind with his Lyre his kind Preſerver pays. 


1 


Ovid ends here, but the Fable ſays, that being 
ud the Ship ſoon after coming to the ſame Port, he 


Mariners, they confeſs'd their Guilt, and met the 
ue Reward of it. This Story Herodotus tells us as 


u, 
mnity of Dolphins. And Paulus Marſus, one of 
e moſt learned Scholiaſts upon Ovid, aſſerts, that 
. e had heard from ſeveral Eye-witneſſes of a beau- 
fil Boy falling out of a Boat near Venice, and being 
brought to ſhove in the like manner by a Dolphin. 
But J fancy he will find very few in England who 
nll believe either his or Herodotus's Tale. How- 
wer it is very evident, that fabulous as it is, it has 
got five Popiſn Saints, of whom Arion is ſtill 


i Name. There is a ſmall change too in the Story; 
| Ho tor 


ot | 


tus brought to Shore, he return'd home to Corinth, 


aply'd ro Periander the King, and confronting the 


hiſtorical Fact, Pliny defends it as credible, having 
deore produced ſeveral ſimilar Inſtances of the Hu- 


Ilident, and has changed only a fingle Letter in 


S 
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for Arion was brought alive to Shore, but St. Aria 
dead Body only receiv*d the Dolphin's Courteſy. WM. 


| Hereticks are fo ſimple to think, that the HeatheM 


Miracle is a much more ſenſible one than the Catho 


lick; but we ſhould recollect the Neceſſity of Mar. 


tyrdom to Saintſhip; and that the Carcaſes of Saint 
generally work forty times more Miracles, tha 
even the Legends pretend to have been wrought b 
them when living. I ſuppoſe ſome Reliques of this 
Body may be yet ſhown, as Montfaucon tells u 
St. Victor's Head is at Merſeilles to this Day. 

I ſhall now proceed to ſome other Corruptions 
and begin with the grand one of all, the Idolatry o 
the Maſs. Both Henry Mower and Dr. Middlety 
apply to the Maſs a remarkable Paſſage out of Tylh 


Ecquem tam amentem eſſe putas, qui illud, qui. 


veſcatur, Deum eſſe credat ?— * Do you think an 
« one ſo mad, to believe that which he feeds o 
« to be a God ? ”— Dr. Middleton therefore coy 


feſſes, that be cannot find the leaſt Reſemblance of t 


Maſs in any Part of the Pagan Worſhip. — J ſuppoſ 


the Doctor meant any Reſemblance of the main 
Doctrine; for as to ſome collateral Doctrines, an 


the outward Ceremonies, ſcarce any Part of Popery 
Whenever I ſaw them, more ſtrongly brought Pg 
ganiſm before my Eyes. 


rived from, and others that are extremely ſimilar tc 
the Idolatrous Doctrines and Practices c5 the Heathens 


The Papiſts hold, that in the Mals is offer'd a real 
Here then is the grand Inlet 
offer it as a Sacrifice 


and proper Sacrifice. 


of Heathen Rites. They 


whole Virtue is ſuppos'd to prevail with God to give 
them Proſperity in any Undertaking. When there: 
fore they make War, enter on a Voyage, engage 
in any important Buſineſs, labour under any * 

nel 


I ſhall therefore endeavouſf 
to ſhew ſome Things in the Maſs that are directly de4 
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1% eb, or are involved in great Difficulties or Dam 
Walls, it is their Cuſtom to ſend, or to make Yows of 
benin a Sum or Sums of Money to the Prieſt to ſay 
et Number of theſe Maſſes, more or leſs accord- 


tis they do not only for themſelves but for their 


thaWriends in the like Circumſtances, as we read the 
t byfope has lately done for the Succeſs of his Emiſary's 


ſypedition againſt England. 
nan, who had reſided ſome Years at Paris, told me 
te Gratitude of a poor Servant that he had hired 
here: When upon leaving Paris he diſmiſſed him, 
te imple Creature went and preſented a conſidera- 
e part of the Wages he had received, for ſeveral 
loſſes to be celebrated for his Maſter's Safety and 
Happineſs. The Gentleman, who was a Proteſtant 
nd abhorr'd the Craft of the Prieſts in thus im- 


ne, that he was never in his whole Life more ſen- 


lere are many of the deluded People have Intentions 
x harmleſs and honeſt as this grateful Valet. But 
tom whom did the Romiſb Prieſts borrow this 27 


pon theſe Occaſions? Had they it from our Saviour 


Hint of any ſuch Practice. But among the old 
Hathens nothing was more common. Almoſt every 
Hiſtorian and Poet, almoſt every Piece of antique 
Sculpture, will furniſh us with Proofs of it. Virgil, 
W both in the Georgrcks and Zneid, abounds with Sacri- 


Wars, Sc. But I ſhall give at preſent an Extract 
om Juvenal, who in his 12th Satire makes a Feſti- 
ul for his Friend Catullus's Eſcape from a Storm. 


Ita 


pe to the Wealth and Bounty of the Offerer. And 


- An Engliſh Gentle- 


wing on the Credulity of the Ignorant, yet told 


oy affected by any Act of Friendſhip. I believe 


rative Cuſtom of applying the Maſs as a Sacrifice 
Wi his Apoſtles? Let them ſhew the leaſt Trace or 


ces offer'd for Succeſs in Harveſts, Voyages, 


— — — — 
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Deep fink in Flour the ſacrificial * Steel, 


He, for whoſe lake I all theſe Shrines erect, 


** The Inſtruments of Sacrifice were cover'd with Barlc 


to render them ſacred ; the Barley being us'd in all Sacriſiq; 
for that purpoſe. 
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Ie igitur, Pueri, linguis animiſque favete, 
Sertaque Delubris et farra imponite cultris, ith 
Ac molles ornate focos, glebamque virentem : M 
Jam ſequar, & ſacro, quod praſtat, rite perafty, 
nde domum repetam, graciles ubi parva corona: 
Accipiunt fragili Simulacra nitentia cera. 
Hic noſtrum placabo Fovem, Laribuſque paternis 
Tura dabo, atque omnes Viole jattabo colores, 
Cuncta nitent, longos erexit janua ramos, 
Et matutinis operatur feſta lucernis. 
Nec ſuſpe#ta libi fint hæc, Corvine : Catullus, 
Pro cujus reditu tot pono Altaria, parvos 
Tres habet bæredes. Libet expettare, quis ægran 
Et claudentem oculos Gallinam impendat amico 
Tam ſterili. verum hec nimia eft impenſa : coturnix 
Nulla unquam pro Patre cadet. Sentire calorem 
Ci cæpit locuples Gallita, et Paccius, orbi: 
Legitime fizis veſtitur tota tabellis 
Piorticus. exiſtunt qui promittunt hecatomben. 


Haſte, Youths, and wreath the Shrines with | 
| lemn Zeal, 


Let placid Flames from turfy Altars riſe, 
And quick PI! bring my grateful Sacrifice. 
Thence home return'd ; their lictle Garlands there 
My puny Gods of fragil Wax ſhall wear, 
There to domeſtick ove ſhall Incenſe fume, 
And all the Spring around my Lareꝭ bloom: 
Wide ſpreading Branehes ſhall my Gates adorn, 
And feſtal Tapers uſher in the Morn. 

Nor thou, Corvinus, my fond Gifts ſuſpect. 


Wi 


flour. This was not only to keep them from Ruſt, but proba 
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Wich three young Heirs is bleſt. Say, who again 
vil bring a barren, languid dying Hen 

or ſuch a Friend. A Hen, too much to give 

Vere all Men Fathers ev'n the * Quails might live, 
u be the childleſs rich Gallita ill, 

y Paccius but a Pulſe diſtemper'd feel, 

he votive Charts large Porticos adorn, 

id fome ſhall vow whole Hecatombs to burn. 


have choſe this Paffage as a comprehenſive De- 
tiption of Heathen Rites, and which I ſhall have 
xalion to refer to hereafter : But as to what relates 
the Sacrifices or Vows of Sacrifices, were t 
hot us d upon the fame Occafions, and thought to 
wduce the ſame Effects with the pretended Sacri- 
ces of the Papiſts at preſent? In this indeed the 
py differs from the Original. The Pagan who 
Kus'd theſe Sacrifices to be offer*d generally partook 
them himſelf z whereas the Papiſts in the like 
\ ('rcumſtances uſually ſend Money only to the Prieſt, 
ho is often to celebrate theſe Maſſes by himſelf ; 
if the Givers do attend, they ſcarce ever par- 
le, but only kneel and worſhip the Hoſt at a 
iſtance; fo that the latter is more ſuperſtitious, and 
this reſpect more unlike the Communion of the 
dead and Wine, than even the Heathen Sacrifices 
—_ 8 . 
Another Corruption in the Maſs, which ſeems 
„ edently taken from the antient Pagans, is in the 
lremonies us'd by the Prieſt in T it. The 
great Variety of Emotions, the frequent joining and 
etching forth the Hands, beating upon the Breaſt, 


1x 


W. 


Barl The Quail, tho' now eſteem'd delicate, was condemn'd by 
Ota ll the antient Phyſicians as very pernicious Food, and was there- 


re held in contempt and looked on as the very loweſt Degree 
daerifice. 


cri 


C 2 croſſing 
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croſſmg the Altar, the Elements and themſelves, ng 
leſs than thirty times repeated in the Service, and 
eight times in one ſhort Prayer; ſhort turnings t 
the People with only a Dominus vobiſcum, then back 
again to the Altar, taking hold of it with the Hands 
kneeling and kiſſing it; frequent, ſhort and filerf 
kneelings to the Hoſt, riſing. quick, turning and 
ſhewing it to the People, if any attend; kneeling 
again and * muttering the Prayers in ſo low and in 
articulate a Voice, and that with the Back to the 
People, that they might as well be in the Chinef 
Language as in Latin, for all that any of thi 
Congregation can hear of them. So that it is her 
as in all groſs Enthuſiaſm, the Eye is to be ſpoke toff 
and not the Ears and Underſtanding. And this a 

Engliſhman abroad will have a good chance of ſeeing 
in high Perfection; for when we enter'd thei 


Churches, and were known by our omitting the der 
HFoly- Water, Kneeling, Sc. to be Proteſtants; other 
have often ſeen the Prieſt, upon our obſerving him Ame 
riſe into greater Energy of Geſture, or rather greateW 1h: 
Vehemence of Geſticulation, uon vultus non colony ® t 
unus, whether in Indignation, or the Hopes ON te . 
making Proſelytes, or the meer Pleaſure of being the 
taken notice of, we could not tell. Could one ſup i d 
pole a Primitive Chriſtian to enter a Popiſh Church uy 
| : | | he 
* Al! the Geſtures deſcribed above are order'd by the Ru ca 
brick of the Miſſal: Perhaps the muttering the Prayers in @ bins 
low Voice may be thought only the Fault of particular Prielsg Py] 
and not of the Church. But as this is, 1 believe, the univerſa : 00 
Practice, as the Back is always turn'd to the People, and as tha Don 
Words of Conſecration Hoc ef? Corpus, and fo of the Cup, àu e tit. 
one Prayer beſide, are order'd to be pole out; it is, I think, Vl « ˖ 


always were when I was in the Manner I have deſcrib'd 
and there is exactly the ſame Reaſon for ſo doing, as for having 
the Service in Latin; vis. that the People's Devotion ſhou 0 
conſiſt chiefly in gazing at and admiring the Prieſt. ; 


Plain that the Church ehgns all the reſt to be repeated, as the) 


whillty 


Pagan and Popiſb Idolatry, 37 


it different Altars (a Caſe very common) I verily be- 


Fmatick Galli, or Prieſts of Cybel: performing ſome 
Rite to her, than that they intended this for the 


the Candles, Incenſe, the Shape and Ornaments on the 
Altars, Sc. The Bell, which either che Prieſt him- 
for ſome Attendant, holds by him to give notice 
when the Zof# is to be elevated, he would know to 
te an Inſtrument belonging to her Rites | Via. Rofe- 
i Antig. Rom. Paralipom. de Ob. Sacr.] and to be 

wd for much the ſame Purpoſe, viz. to draw Peo- 
les Attention to the Goddeſs: And the Wafer 


Gcrifices, than to the Bread of the Sacrament. 
The Geſtures indeed of the old Fanaticks were ra- 
ther more extravagant; but in the Sacrifices to the 
aber Gods we ſhall find the exact Pattern of 
moſt all the Popiſh Geſtures, except the Croſſings. 
The Prayers were offer'd byHeathens with one Hand 
on the Altar, and the Back turn'd to the People, 
the Epode was deliver'd with the Face to the People, 
the Turnings to the Eaſt and Weſt were call'd the 
itrophe and Antiſtrophe, [Yid. Dr, Potter*s Greek 
dig.] from whence this Cuſtom was deriv'd to 


kus furniſhes us with the moſt exact Parallel, 

Polydore Virgil confeſſes. Quod vero Sacerdos How 
Dominus vobiſcum ſæpius ad Populum in Altari ver- 
tur, &c. But the Cuſtom of the Prieſt often 
* turning upon the Altar to the People in faying, 


2 «© often 


vhilſt half a Dozen of theſe Maſſes are celebrating 


ire that he would much ſooner gueſs them to be the 


(mmunion of the Lord's Supper. Not to mention 


zould be more like the Mola farrina, the Cake made 
of Barley-flower, Salt and Water, us'd in Heathen 


lhe Stage, where an Altar was always erected, | Ex 
aa binc ſume Vrbenas tibi. Terent. Andr. but wm 


* The Lord be with you; this, ſays he, is taken from 
* the Ceremonies of the Hebrews, whoſe Prieſts 
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rc often turn'd themſelves in ſprinkling the Bloc 
<« of the Victim. Qxod, teſte Apuleio, et Eibnal 
rum Sacerdotes circa aras factitabant, &c. © whic 
% Apuletus tells us that the Heathens alſo did roun 
their Altars, particularly when they deliver'd thei 
% Oracles, and —— themſelves agitated by 
* divine Spirit. Without doubt therefore our Tur 
< ings [ Vertigines] or Vertigos on the Altar are df 
«© rived from one of theſe.“— I look upon Poi 
dore to be a candid as well as a learned Man; I dof 
think he would ever aſſert a direct Falſhood, « 


often diſguiſe the Truth in Favour of his Religion I Altai 
he certainly was much prejudiced, and endei con 
vour'd, as the Papiſts always do, to ſcreen thei on tl 
Abſurdities under the Sanction of Judaiſn; a ver te t 
poor Plea, ſuppoſing it true, to reduce the Gentiſi¶ Maſ 
Chriſtians under the Bondage of thoſe b-ggarly EH ing 
ments, from which the great Apoſtle of the Gentile by V 
by the Directions of the holy Spirit, fo oſteſ Div 
hazarded his Life to deliver them. But this Plea one 
4 as it is, is a meer Pretence : For where ther the 
appens to be any thing ſimilar between the Jewiſl the 


and Pagan Ceremonies, (which often is the Caſe Y 
as both I believe originally ſprung from the ſamg 
Fountain; the one flowing pure and undefiled undef 
| the Direction of that God who firſt revealed his Wil 
; to the Patriarchs, and next to the Jews; the othef 


Dr. Middleton, in his Preface to his Letter from Rome, ul 
well as in other Parts of his Works, aſcribes the Origin of th 
| Jewiſh Rites to the Ægyptians; the Account I here give ha 
always ſeem'd to me much more probable : And in Caſes where 

| Certainty cannot be had, when one Opinion ſeems rather dero4 

gatory to the Honour of the God of Hrael, and the other per- 

ſealy conſonant to the reſt of his rewealed Will, I own, I ami 

inclined to believe the latter, but not to condemn thoſe who 

| hold the former, when they think either Opinion equally con- 

fiſtent with the Truth of the Old Teſtament. „ 

| taking 


4 
2 
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Luking riſe from the ſame Patriarchs, but miſerably 
dnia defiled and corrupted in the Progreſs) yet in any 
cue where there happens a Similitude, the Papiſts 
in adopting ſuch Rztes almoſt always take in the 
Corruption of the Pagans, This Dr. Middleton has 
fully prov'd with regard to Incenſe, Holy-water, &c. 
[Prefatory Diſcourſe, p. 8.] and it is, I think, as evi- 
dent in this Place, The Manner of Sacrificing ap- 
winted by God among the Ferws, was to put the 


d to pour the Remainder about the Bottom of the 
Altar; [ Vid. Exod. xxix. and Levit.] and in the 
(onſecration of the Prieſts to ſprinkle ſome Blood 


laß by the Papiſts? But a Heathen Prieſt perform- 
WT ing his Szrophes and Antiſtrophes, and endeavouring 
Tl by Variety of Zmotions to perſuade the People of his 
dine Inſpiration : This is fo exact a Counterpart, that 
ne would think no one who ſees the Copy can doubt of 
the Original. One of the Popiſh Geſturesorder'd by 
the Miſſal is to keep the Thumb and Fore-finger 
WJ cloſed together from the Time of the Conſecration 
WJ of the Bread to the Ablution or waſhing the Hands, 
eig which is juſt at the End of the Service. The Hand 
once order'd to be wiped in the mean time, and 
aer that one ſhould think there would be no occa- 

ſon to continue this Poſture, if the Deſign be only 
o preſerve aay Bit of the Hoſt which might bap- 
pen to ſtick to the Finger and Thumb. However, 


oY teighten the Superſtition of the People: But it 
n bappens a little particular that this very Poſture of 


food with the Finger upon the Horns of the Altar, 


on their Garments. Now what Similitude is here to 
the many Turnings and Enthufraſtick Geſtures us d at 


it is poſſible, the only End of this may be to 


the Finger and Thumb was the conſtant Practice 
of the Heathens. Apuleius, [ in Aſino] deſcribing 
their manner of Adoration, ſays, Admoventes oribus 


C 4 ſuis 
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on the Popiſh Idolatry ? 
O O ſacred Race, whoſe vegetable Gods 


Or to render it more ridiculous ; 


O ſacred Race, for whom each Oven bakes 
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ſuis dexteram, priore digito in eregtum pollicem if 


dente. They put the Right-hand to their Mouths 


[the Fore-finger leaning upon the Thumb,"... 


J cannot ſay whether there is a Derivation here, 0 


a a meer accidental Similitude; of which latter I ſha] 
endeavour to ſhew ſeveral Inſtances. I will beg 


with one that is juſt hinted at by Henry Mower, whe 
thinks the Queſtion of Tally quoted above to he ; 


Sarcaſm on the Agyptian Worſhip of Leeks and 


Onions, in which | believe he is wrong; for Tulh | 
that Paſſage talks of the various Abſurdities of th 


Heathen Worſhip, and mentions that of Befd 
among the gyptians, but gives no hint about thei 


Worſhip of the Onion. However, the Reſemblance 


between that and the Worſhip of the Bread and 
Wine 1s certainly very obvious, and occurr'd long 
before I ſaw this Treatiſe of Henry Mower's, I ſha 
therefore endeavour to prove this Similitude in ſevel 
ral Particulars. I. The Agyptian and the Poi 

God are both Vegetables and Eatables. | | 


O ſanctas gentes quibus bac naſcuntur in bortis 
Numina. 2 Juv. Sat. 15. 


0 ſacred Race, whoſe vegetable Gods 
In every Garden grow! 


What a ſmall Change will convert this into a Satir 


Each Oven babes 


A Balch of Gods. 
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A ſecond Similitude will ariſe from theſe Ægyptian 
Deities being deſign'd only as Types to repreſent 
ſome ſuperior Being. I believe it is now univerſally 
agreed among the Learned, that all the various 
Tribes of Beſtial and Yegetable Deities were origi- 
nally nothing but meer {Þeroglyphical Characters. 
They were long ſuppoſed, not only by the Moderns, 
but by all the antient Greeks and Latins, to have 
been an Invention of the Prieſts to keep the People 
in Ignorance. But the happy Sagacity of Mr. War- 
burton has here again diſplay'd itſelf, and prov'd 
that theſe Hzeroghyphicks were only the firſt Inven- 
ton or Rudiments of Writing, juſt like the Chineſe 
Characters at preſent. But when the Diſcovery of 
Letters furniſh'd the /Zgyptians with a more eaſy | 
Vebicle of their Thoughts, eroglyphicks, as we now | 
call them, ſoon became obſolete, and were read, as | 
the Saxon is in England at preſent, only by Men _ 
of Penetration and Literature. This being the Caſe, | 


the Ægyptian Prieſts, to preſerve the Doctrines and 
Myſteries of their Religion from the Knowledge of 
the People, continued them in the old Character, 
which from thence was call'd Sacred, by which 
means the Nation which had long been the moſt 
learned and enlightened of all the Heathens, became 
the worſt, the moſt /uper/titzous, and the moſt igno- 
rant Bigots upon Earth. And do not we here ſee + 
the exact Pattern of the Popiſh Prieſthood in keep- 
Ing the Scriptures and the Publick Prayers in the 
Latin Language, and that not only in /aly where it 
has long been obſolete, but even in thoſe Countries 
where it never was the Language of the People ? 
Is not this out-doing ev'n the impious Policy of 
_ #gyp:? Sprung it not from the ſame Root of Ty- 
nanny and Oppreſſion? And what have been its 
oY Fruits but conſummate Bigotry and more than 
* 5 Egyptian 
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Egyptian Darkneſs ? — But to return to my Subject: our 
Mr. Warburton's Account of the Hieroglyphick, I and 
exactly ſuits with that I am giving of the Steps by the 
which the Onion arrived at Divinity. For is h this 
poſſible to conceive that any Prieft by his meer Au. the 
thority could have impos'd the Worſhip of ſo low Pre 
a Vegetable even upon the moſt ignorant People? #4 
But let us ſuppoſe the old AZgyptians to have uſed Ml ub 
ſuch her, as Types of fome Beings whom they Wl Lot 
worſhipp'd, and as ſuch to have plac'd them, or ta. ee 
ther Statues or Pictures of them in Temples and on firl 
Altars; the uſual and almoſt conftant Progreſs f (ea, 
Idolatry will then be to adore in time the Type in ex- - 
cluſion of the Anti-iype. Macrobius and other An- Ike 
| tients have explain'd the Meaning of ſome few of b 
theſe Hieroplyphical Characters; but the late Mr, De 
Hutchinſon's Conjecture upon the Onion ſeems high- Ml l 
ly probable. He makes it a Bye of the Solar Syſtem, Wl fi 
All learned Men agree that the old /Zgyprians be. the 
liev'd as we do at preſent, that the Sun remains in 
the midſt of the Six primary Planets which move| 
in concentrical Orbits round him. As the Onion 8 
made up of concentrical Orbits, and according to 
Mr. Hutchinſon of exactly Seven, (which as far 2 
T have made the Experiment I have found true) it 
does not ſeem an improper Type of this Sy/ftem; at 
leaſt it is as probable as any one of Macrobius's Con- 
jectures, and infinitely more ſo than Plutarc#'s or 
Pliny's upon this Subject, which I ſh} ſoon have 
occaſion to mention. Suppoſing therefore this to 
be the Caſe, (which the Reader will I believe think } 
to be at leaſt highly probable) let us ſee how /imilar | 
the Popiſh Adoration of the Hef and the Afigypiian þ 
Worſhip of the Onion will now appear. The Pa- 
piſts miſtook the real Obje# of divine Worſhip, by | 
directing their Adorations to the zuman Body of 

| | Our 


th; 
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our Saviour; and that too when depriv'd of all Life 


and 5 3 for ſuch was the Body of which 


the Bread broken is a Type, To elude the Force of 


this Objection they now, with the Tyent Fathers at 


their Head, are forced roundly to aſſert that horrid 
Propoſition, That every Piece of Bread, when conſe- 
crated, becomes not only the whole Body, but alſo the 
whole Divinity of our bleſſed Saviour. But we muſt 
not imagine that this was ever thought of by the 


Beginners of this - Superſtition, their Idolatry was 
firlt meerly that of directing divine Worſhip to the 


dead Body of Chriſt, which was indeed ſoon follow'd 
by the Worſhip of the Type of that Body. In the 


like manner the Ægyptians look'd on the Univerſe 


to be the Body of the Deity; as we find in a noble 
Deſcription of the God Serapis quoted by Macro- 
Hus; A King of Cyprus conſulting the Oracle of 


this God, asked who and what he was; to whom 


% 


Fiut beòg bog d wolgy, aloe M 2 o. 
Oopayios #60105 uf@2Af, YaSup d Daracca. 
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Would'ft thou my Nature know ? my Body ſee. 
Heav'n is my Head; my Belly is the Sea; 

My Foot-ſtool Earth; all! Xther is my Ear; 
M all feeigg Eye the Sun's refulgent Sphere. 


Inſtead therefore of worſhipping the Deity him- 
ſelf, the firſt Egyptian Superſtition, and perhaps the 
firſt Superſtition in the World, was worſhipping 
this Body, i. e. the Sun, Moon, and all the Hoſt of 
Heaven; and this was ſoon follow'd by the Wor- 
ſhip of thoſe Animals and Vegetables that were uſed 
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as Types of the whole, or of the brighteſt Parts 9 
this Body. There is indeed this Difference between Ml Yeo! 
the Agyptians and Papiſts ; that though they both Ml +4; 
_ worſhip the Types, and both worſhip Things eatatle, MW 1/7 
yet the Agyptians were not ſo groſly abſurd à Hof! 


actually to eat the God they worſhipp'd . * 
ue” Fur 

Porrum et cepe nefas violare, et frangere morſy, in ! 
OE 195 Juv. Sat. 15, J ter 
None dares with facrilegious Teeth to break Ml Fo 
The ſav'ry Onion, or the fetid Leek. * 
Pliny ſays, that they abſtain'd from the Leek _ 

% and Onion becauſe their Natures are oppoſite to 5 


& the Moon whom they ador'd; for they decrease 
„ when ſhe increaſes, and increaſe when ſhe de- 
& creaſes.” —— Suppoling this whimſical Account 
of their Nature to be true, this might be a Reaſon 

of their abſtaining from them as impure, but not as 
| ſacred, which was evidently the preſent Cafe. Ply | 
tarch, in his Hiſtory of Vs and Ofiris, ſays, that | 
the Agyptians abſtain'd from the Leek and Onion | 
becauſe they draw fears from People, and were 
therefore oppoſite to the Zoy of their Feſtivals : But | 
there lies the ſame Objection againſt this Conjecture | 
as the former. Juvenal plainly ſays, that they ab- 
ſtained from them becauſe they 2worſhipp*d them : | 


And it is no improbable Conjecture that our Saviour, T 
knowing the great Abuſe that Types hack ſo often been | 0 


ſubject to, order'd thoſe Emblems which he left of 
his Body and Blood to be eat and drank, that no- 
thing but the moſt wilful Blindneſs, the moſt gtoſs 
 Self-abuſe, might ever miſtake them. 5 
The laſt Inſtance of Similitude between the Wor- 
ſhip of the Hoſt among the Papiſts, and different 

| . Vegetables 
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Vegetables among the AÆAgyptians, is in the horrid 
Cruelty that this Worſhip has begot in both. Groſs 
Abſurdity in Religion is the almoſt - conſtant Parent 
of Barbarity; it ſubjects Men to Contempt and Rid:- 
(ule, which irritate and fret them into Violence and 
Fury. Every one knows how this Spirit ſtalks about 
in Popiſh Countries; let us therefore trace its Foot- 
ſteps in Agypt, which are ſtrongly marked out by 


Juvenal in the Satire already quoted. He introduces 


z Fact, which he ſays he knew to be true, that ex- 
ceeded all the improbable Tales that Homer's Inven- 
tion had made Uly/es tell in the Odyſſey. Two Di- 


ſtricts of the Ægyptians, the Tentyrites and Ombites, 


differ d in the Objects of divine Worſhip. 


Inter finitimos vetus atque antiqua ſimultas, 
Immortale odium, et nunquam ſanabile vulnus 
' Ardet adhuc Ombos et Tentyra. Summus utrinque, 
Inde furor Vulgo, quod Numina Vicinorum 
Odit uterque locus. i 


Two neighbour Tribes had foſter'd many an Age, 
Inveterate Spite, immedicable Rage, 
Tentyr and Ombus. A deep-feſter d Core, 
For thoſe abhor the Gods, which theſe adore. 


The Ombites holding a Feaſt to their Gods, the 
Tentyrites fell upon them, and after a long Broil drew 
their conceaPd Daggers, upon which the Ombites 
flying, the Poet goes on. 


Labitur hic quidam nimia formidine curſum 


Precipilans, capiturque : Aſt illum in plurima ſectum 


Fruſta ac particulas, ut multis mortuus unus 
Sufficeret, totum corrofis offibus edit 
Victrix Turba z nec ardenti decoxit aheno, 

Aut verubus : longum u ſque adeo tardumque putavit. 


Expectare 
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Expectare focos, contenta cadavere crudo. 
Hinc gaudere libet quod non violaverit ignem, 
Quem ſumma cli raptum de parte Prometheus 
Donavit terris, Elemento gratulor, et te 
Exultare reor, Sed qui mordere ca 
Suſtinuit, nibil unguam bac carne libentius edit: 
Nam ſcelere in tanto ne quæras, et dubites, an 

Prima voluptatem gula ſenſerit. Ultimus autem 

Qui ſtetit ab ſumpto jam toto corpore, ductis 

Per terram digitis aliguid de ſanguine guſtat. 8 
Here a poor Wretch precipitate in Flight, Cru 
Slips and is fetz?d ; when quick the Victor's Spite Wh 
His quivering Fleſh in thouſand Morſels cuts, " 


= rc 


And every Maw the horrid Banquet gluts: or | 
All eager crude they gorge it, nor require ; 80 
The ſod'ning Water, or the temp'ring Fire. Writ 


All the Commentators that I have ſeen upon Juvenal, 7 
except a very old One, ſeem to have totally miſtook the Senſe 1) 
here. They ſuppoſe Juvenal to have aſſerted, that whoever 140 
taſtes human Fleſh thinks it the moſt delightful Food imagi- Wl dia 
nable, and that it really is ſo to the Palate. Holyday, in his} 
Tranſlation, [though no Poet, yet an excellent Commentator in | 
general] follows this Interpretation. Tate, in his Tranſlation | 
publiſh'd among Dryden's of this Author, follows Hoa. | 
His Lines are, | Fg | 


But all, it ſeems, who had the Luck to eat, 
Swear they ne er taſted ſuch delicious Meat. 
They favear, and ſuch good Palates you may 1. 
Who doubts the Reliſh of the firſt free guft 


I own, I not only think this not Fuvenal's Senſe, but that it 
is even ſhocking to ſuppoſe it ſo.— He ſays of the fame Ten- 
eyrites, | | | | 

in quorum mente pares ſunt 

Et fimiles Ira atque Fame, —— — a 


This I think implies, that the Pleaſure of the Food aroſe ſolely | 
fiom the Hate to the Ombites. | | | g 


—— — ——— 
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(Happy ye Elements, that ſo are free 
From Crimes would ſoil all Pow'rs of Purity : ) 
With Teeth canine the very Bones they craſh, 
For Slooded once, no rival Cates can quaſh 
The Luſt of Carnage. Can it Palate be, 

Or meer enormous Bliſs in Cruelty ? 
Who late arrive, from Earth upſcoop the Blood, 
And rather than not ſwill it, ſwill the Mud. 


Shocking indeed is this Deſcription, and yet what 
git when compar'd to the ſtudied and improv'd 
Cruelties of a Popiſh Inquiſition? Who would not 
rather chooſe to be cut at once into Morſels and de- 
youred raw, than to die piece meal upon the Rack, 

Ir be fry'd alive in a dry foo. ſcorching Caldron. 
ee the Maſter-key to Popery.] Who would not 
rather feaſt with his Carcaſe the ſavage Mats of Ten- 
hrites, than the more ſavage Ears and Eyes of ſan- 

% d Monſters with diſtresful Shrieks and intole- 
ver able Agonies ? — But to return more imme 
agi: diately to the Maſs. I have ſhewn in what Reſpects 
bis it reſembles the Ægyptian Worſhip of the Onion. 
dien I ſhall now endeavour to trace ſomething ſimilar to 
da, ¶ it among the old Romans: Who though they did 
ot worſhip the Bread they eat, yet worſhipp'd a 
Thing that was very near akin to it; for they made 
a Goddeſs of the Fornax, or the Oven it was bak'd 

in, and had an annual Proceſſion and Feſtival to her 


Honour, * 
tit WM Fata Dea eff Fornax : læti Fornace Coloni 
Ten- Orant, ut fruges temperet illa ſuas. 
FPaaſtor. Lib. 2. J. 520. 
Fornax a Goddeſs made, the Hinds elate 7 
Lo Fornax ling, and for their Fruits intreat f 
lely Y The temp'ring Influence of concoctive Hear. 


py This 
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This Feſtival was call'd indeed by a very at 
Name, the Fools- Holyday. . 


Lux quoque cur eadem Stultorum Feſta vocetur? 
But why this call'd the Feſtival of Fools ? 


The Cauſe aſſign'd is, that it being a Moveable-Feaſ,| 
and only proclaim'd the Day before its Celebration, | 


when the Place was aſſign'd where each Tribe or 
Curia was to aſſemble, the fooliſh Part of the Peo- 


the Faſt; will ſee that Ovid very often does not 


ſpeak out when the Truth would reflect on the Re. 
ligion of his Country. The real Reaſon of this 
Name was the ridiculous Ab/urdity of thus turning 
an Oven into a Goddeſs, And is it not till more 
abſurd to turn a thouſand Bits of Bread into God? 
For my own part, when I ſaw in France that pon. 
pous Pageamtry on the Corpus-Chriſti- Day, or Feuf 
of God, (as it is impiouſly ſtiled) when Princes, No- 


bles, Prelates, Prieſts and People went ſinging round 
the City after their Wafer God, I could not help 
thinking it the very Sulrorum Feſta, or Fools- Hol- 
day reviv'd, _ : 


Another Deity whom the old Romans worſhipp'd,ſ 


was Jupiter Piſtor, or Fupiter the Baker. The Caule 
of his Name was, when the Gauls had long beſieg' 


the Capitol, and hop'd to ſtarve the Romans into 


Submiſſion. 


Fam ducibus ſomnum dederat labor, increpat illos 
Jupiter, et ſacro, quid velit, ore docet. 
Surgite et in medios de ſummis arcibus hoſtes, 
 Mittite, quam minime mittere vultis, opem. 


om nus 


pe often could not tell where their own Tribe was, 
ut this is a very trifling Reaſon, and whoever reads 
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hamnus abit, queruntque novis ambagibus acti, 
Tradere quam nolint, et jubeantur, opem. 
Eece Ceres viſa oft : jaciunt Cerealia dona, 
Jadta ſuper galeas, ſcutaquè longa ſonant, 
Poſſe fame vinci ſpes excidit. hoſte repulſo, 
Candida Piſtori ponitur Ara Jovi. 
55 2 Faſt. Lib. 6. 


| The labour'd Chiefs were now by Sleep oppreſt, 
When Fove in Viſion ſpoke his high beheſt; _ 
Ariſe, and from your loftieſt Turrets throw _ 
The Aid, you laſt would part with, to the Foe. 
Awake they ſeek by Reaſon's Clue to find, 
What they muſt give, and moſt againſt their Mind. 
'Twas Bread ; away their Cereal Gitts they fling, 
And weighty Loaves on hoſtile Caskets ring. | 
The Foe deſpairing from the Siege was drove, 
Whence ſmoaks an Altar to the Baker Jove. 


Though the Name for a God is very low, yet 

(he Legend is no contemptible one. And is it not 
articular, that in the ſame City where the Pagans 
wrſhipp'd both an Oven and a God the Baker, the 
reſent Chriſtians ſhould worſhip baked Gods? —— 
let no Proteſtant be offended at ſeeing the Popiſh 
Wchorit treated with ſuch Contempt; the beſt things 
trrupted become the wort: God. forbid that I 
hould ever ſpeak of the real Sacrament of Chriſt, 
he Type of his one Sacrifice of himſelf once offer*d, 
without the greateſt Awe and Reverence. Thus 
nuch for the Abuſes of the Popiſh Zuchariſt, which 
re either derived from or ſimilar to the Abomina- 
ons of the Heathen... 1 

6 8 Let 
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bon have occaſion to ſpeak of them. The Di- 
tion of breathing upon the Font in the Form of a 
ry Creek P, unleſs they mean the Shape of a Croſs, I 
„ wnfels 1 cannot tell what to make of: But as to the 
10 voring the Water with his Hand to the four Quar- 
3 rs of the World, this ſeems directly derived from 
nad Je Heathens, who, whenever they offer'd any ſo- 
OY ena Sacrifice, almoſt conſtantly erected four Altars, 
"which there are ſeven or eight Inſtances expreſs'd 

gil alone, I ſhall only mention One, where 
tis ditected by a fort of Ritual. 


iſm 
| ad 


Sed nod orandi qui fit, prius ordine dicam. 
Quntuor euimios præſtanti corpore 1anros, 

Nui tibi nunc virides depaſcunt ſumina Lycei, 
Dehge, et intatta totidem cervice juvencas. 

Nuatuor his aras alta ad delubra Dearum, 

Conſtitue et ſacrum jugulis demitte cruorem. | 
Georg. Lib. 4. 1. $42. 


Firſt of thy Pray'rs the ritual Order know z 

Of all that graze Lyceus verdant Brow 
Select the Prime; four Steers, and Heifers four, 
Whoſe Virgin Necks the galling Yoke ne'er wore. 
Then to four Altars let the Victims bow, 
W hilſt from their Throats the purple Torrents flow. 


WW Theſe four Altars were erected, as the Commen- 
"WJ tors juſtly imagine, towards the four Quarters of 
ie World; for in a ſort of magical Method which 
nl ttc eyptians us'd to beget Swarms of Bees copy*d, 
n Hog lays from this Sacrifice of Arifteus. 


quatuor addunt, 


G a ventis odliqua luce Sauer 
Georg. Lib, 4. 1. 297. 


D 2 To 
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To the four Winds oppos'd, four Windows ON hold 
Whoſe Bars inclin'd the Light obliquely Nope. ure 


As the Sacrifices were thus offer*d towards the Eee 
four Quarters of the World, ſo they undoubtedly Cal 


pour'd towards them the Blood, the Wine, the Oil, een 
and whatever other Libations were made; and here Cf 
I believe we have the Origin of the Popiſh Cuſtom ber 
of pouring with the Hand the Water of the Baptiſ-l hap 
mal Font towards the four Cardinal Points. Whe. I on 
ther the Pagans us'd theſe four Altars becauſe they 
look'd on Four as the moſt perfect Number, and tu fre 
repreſent the four Elements of Fire, Earth, Air andi lat 
Water, according to the Opinions of the old Philo- & 
ſophers, [ Vid. Macrob. in Somnium Scipionis, Cap. 6.4 if 
or whether they meant to luſtrate or purify the four” *© 
Parts of the World, or to make their Libations td Ut 
all the Gods that reſided in theſe different Quarters 
or whatever elſe was their Reaſon, I dare ſay it wa 7 
as good a one as the Papiſts have for the like Cu 
ſtom at preſent, who perhaps will be puzzled to gig 7 
any but that of their receiving it from their Head 
then Anceſtors. 3 5 
The next Addition to the Form of Baptiſm, ig 
the Salt put in the Mouth of the Perſon to 90 1 
| baptized, which is to be a Propitiation to him fall [ 
eternal Life. | he Salt was equally us'd in Sacrij V 
fices both by Jews and Pagans ; and here, I ſuppoſe} f 
the Papiſts will not a little triumph ufder the She, 
ter of the former, thinking they have a full Poweß 1 
of impoſing any Rites of Judaiſin. But the Readeſſf bro! 
will pleaſe in this Enquiry to obſerve, that their ow eat 
Authors freely acknowledge the Readineſs of the oli fr 
Romiſh Church in complying with the Heathe Feſt 
Cuitoms, in order to facilitate the CO . = 
; 


the Gentiles : Both Henny Mower and Dr. Ms 
| | to | 
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| jon my produc'd ſeveral Quotations out of Poly- 


ure Virgil, Durand, &c. which are ample Confeſ- 
fons of ks, I ſhall not repeat them. Now if the 
hel End was to facilitate the Converſion of the Ttalian, 
Jo Calle, Spaniſh and other Gentiles, which was evi- 
U dently the Caſe, what Occaſion to introduce Jewiſh 
J Cuſtoms for this End? But I ſhall endeavour to 
ew by a ſtronger Proof, that the Uſe of Salt in 
„ Baptiſm was taken from the Gentile Idolatry, and not 
tom the Jewiſh Sacrifices, Salt, as an Emblem of Pre- 
WJ rvation, was order'd by the Law of Moſes to be 
WJ frew'd upon all Fleſh that was offer'd in Sacrifice: 
nut among the Pagans it was not only made uſe of 
san Adjunct, or neceſſary Concomitant of the Sa- 
i rince, but was offer'd itſelf as a Propitiation; thus 
s che Feralia, or Offerings to the Diis Manibus, 
ven no Animal was ſlain. 


parva petunt Manes, pietas pro Suite grata eft 
Munere; non avidos Styx habet ima Deos. 
Tegula porreltis ſatis eſt velata coronis, 
Et parcæ * parcaque mica ſalis. 
Faſtor. Lib. 2. 1. 538. 


The Manes-Rites Expences ſmall ſupply, 
The richeſt Sacrifice is Piety. 

With vernal Garlands a ſmall Tile exalt, 
A little — and little Grain of Salt. 


That the Flour and Salt were both deſign'd as 
nopitiatory Offerings to redeem them from the Ven- 
gance of the Sygian or Infernal Gods, may be 
or d from a like Cuſtom in the Lemuria, another 
ee to the ſame Diis Manibus, where Beans are 
lung inſtead of the Flour and Salt; z and when flung 
be Perſon ſays; 

| D3 His 
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His fag it, redimo nt mea fabis, 
foo Faſt, Lib. z. 


And with thele Beans | me and mine redeem, 


It is plain therefore that the Salt in the former Ce. 
remony was offer'd as a Redemption, which Pro- 

perty the Papifts impiouſſy aſcribe to it ſtill , and thi 
parca mica, a little Grain, is the very thing put into 
the Child's Mouth at preſent. And as this precedeg 
the Dipping in Water, the Ceremony appointed by 
Chriſt, does it not entirely invalidate, as much ag 
in them lies, the Redemption wrought by him ?- 
The moſt favourable Conſtruction that can be given 


of it is, that it is a Compromiſe between God anc * 
Belial, between the Heathen Oblation and the Chri- "wy 
ſtian Sacrament, = 
This therefore is a moſt flagitious Introduction off" * 
a Heathen Rite; but there is another which, if notf 15 
ſo wicked, is ſtill more ridiculous than the former; a : 
viz, The Uſe of Spittle put on the Ears and Noſe B 
of the baptiz'd. Spittle, among the Antients, was 4 
eſteem'd a Charm againſt all kind of Faſcinas n 4 
tions. Thus Theocritns. ; n 1 
25 pa Bacrtavls , Tels &5 $1109 Ku, KOATW * 
Thrice on my Breaſt I ſpit to guard me ſafe Ide! 
From faſcinating Charms. into 


But the moſt immediate Teſtimony to * > Purpoſe Nof 
Is out of P erfius. 11 


Ecce Avia, aut metuens Divum matertera cunjis | D: 
Exemit Puerum, frontemque atque uda labella, 
Jnfami. digito et luſtralibus ante ſalivis 5 
Expiat ys UT enltes oculos inbibere peril, Sat, 2. v. 34. : he 


The} 
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The prating Grandame, or th' officious Aunt, 
Whom Womens Furies Superſtitions haunt, 
The puling Bantling from the Cradle whips, 
And Finger infamous in Spittle dips; 
His Lips and Brow with luſtral Juices arms 
From lurid Eyes and faſcinating Charms. 


The Middle-finger was call'd the infamous or ob- 


ene Finger, and obſcene Things were thought 


Wi! the various Amulets that were us'd for this Pur- 


ole 


mulets againſt Faſcinations. For a full Account 


ole, ſee Dr. Potter's Greek Antiquities, Vol. r. 
(hap. 18. The Lines from Per/ius are alſo quoted 


fpictle. For this Cuſtom of Nurſes tuſtrating the 


EChildren by Spittle was one of the Ceremonies us'd 


m the Dies Nominalis, the Day the Child was 


Wimed: So that there can be no doubt of the Pa- 


iſts deriving this Cuſtom directly from the Hea- 
hen Nurſes and Grand-mothers. They have indeed 
driſten*d it, as it were, by flinging in ſome ſcriptural 


WExprefſions ; but then they have carried it to a more 
Wilby Extravagance by daubing it on the Nottrils 
Jof Adults as well as Children. Thus not only the 
Breath of the Prieſt, from whatever putrid Lungs 


ahal'd, muſt be made an Amulet and Charm on 


e Face, but his very Excrements muſt be turn'd 


Into an Odour of a ſtweet Smell; an Odour in reality, 


Wnough to nAke the Sacrament of Chriſt /7zk in the 
Noris of his People. OD 
Thus much for the Popiſh Idolatries, with regard 
Mt the two Sacraments. Both Henry Mower and 
Dr. Middleton mention Holy-water, the Luftration 


ef Horſcs, Incenſe, Lamps, waxen Images of Bo- 


© lies, Legs, Arms, c. hung up at the Shrines of 
e Saints, the various Altars of different Saints in 
D 4 ee. the 


hy Henry Mower, and apply'd to the baptiſmal 
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the ſame Church, particularly the Pantheon dedicated 
of old to Cybele and all the Gods, and now to th 


Virgin and all Saints. All theſe are fully prov'd i cf P 
be direct Copies of antient Paganiſm by ſeveral Quo whit 
rations from the Claſſicks, molt of them firlt apply ligic 
by the former, and beautifully illuſtrated by the latter B 
I ſhall therefore quit theſe Pagano-Chriſtian Churchel bets 
(as Henry Mower calls them) and follow the Foot obv 


ſteps of the like Paganiſm into their private Houſes | Dot 
in each of which we find one if not many RoomM that 
adorn'd with a little Shrine ſupporting a Crucifix o thei 
Silver, Ivory, Wood or Wax, according to th dri. 
Wealth of the Owner, ſet round with little Boxeg 
of Reliques, and five or ſix little waxen Statues off 
their Favourite Saints; and theſe, upon particula 
Feſtivals, dreſt with freſh Linen and tinſel Gar 
ments, and decorated with Garlands and Coronet 
ot Flowers. Who can ſee this and nat fancy him$ 


ſelf in the very Lararium, and among the Houſ$ 


hold Gods of the antient Heathen? Who can avoid 
returning with Juvenal to his Home? ; 


CU 


A Arxaciles ubi parva coronas, 
Accipient fragiii fimulacra nitentia cera. 


— —— While flow'ry Garlands there 


His puny Gods of fragil Wax ſhall wear. 0 
The Diſtinction between the Penates and the Larei a 
need not here be treated of. The Lorarium of pri- ¶ e 
vate Men was chiefly by the Fire- ſide, but it was 0 
often in Bed: chambers; and among the Great it was & 
a particular Room ſet apart for this Purpoſe, and « 
adorn'd with large Statues of a great Number of dif- , 
ferent Deities, among which one Heathen Emperor ' 
is faid to have plac'd our Saviour. The Papiſts have; 


not only copy'd in general the Lares and Penates : : 
5 the 
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the old Romans in their Houſhold Saints, but have 
made this Emperor's Lararium this abſurd Coalition 


of Paganiſm and Chriſtianity, the exact Pattern 
which they have follow'd through their whole Re- 


* 


ligion. 


But I ſhall endeavour to ſhew a ſtrong Similitude 


between the Popiſh and Pagan Lares which is leſs 
obvious than the former, viz. in the Tenets and 
Doctrines relating to them. The Papiſts believe 
that their Crucifixes, Images and Reliques, of which 


their Lararium is compos'd, have great Efficacy in 


driving the Devils out of their Houſes. [ For which 
Vid. Pontificale Rom. de Benedictione nove Crucis, et 
de Benedict. Sacr. Vaſ. | The ſacred Veſlels, viz. 


| the Boxes to contain the Reliques, the Prieſts exor- 
ciſes by praying, t ab his omnis Spiritus immundus 


lug diſcedat: That all unclean Spirits may fly 


« far off from theſe Veſſels.” — Here therefore is 


the Popiſh Doctrine. Let us now ſee how much of 
the ſame Doctrine was held by the Heathens, That 
the Heathens had a Notion of ſome Evil Spirits 


being caſt out of Heaven, who wancer'd about 
ſpreading Miſchiefs and ſowing Diſſenſions among 


Mankind, is pretty plain from the vulgar Opinions 
of the Furies, the Tilans, Mens evil as well as good 
Genii, Sc. It is no Wonder that theſe Notions 
ſhould be very confus'd and uncertain, ſince there is 
all the Reaſon in the World to look upon them as 
the corrupt#Traditions of various Nations who re- 


ceiv*d the true Doctrine concerning the Fall of An- 


gels, and their malevolent Diſpoſition towards the 
Sons of Men, from the antient Patriarchs; and we 
ſhall find that the old Greek Philoſophers (who had 
their Learning from the Agyptians among whom 
the Jews had ſo long ſojourned) are much clearer 
and much nearer the Doctrines of the Scriptures 


than 


5s We Conformity between the | 
than either the Romans or the later Gracinns, Eu. | 


pedocles is very expreſs; Plutarch, in talking of Wl pet 
Debtors Miſery when perſecuted by their Creditors » MM i pc 
They are driven about, fays he, like Empedocles's ill pr⸗ 
*« Dzmons, expell'd from God and toſs'd to and fro Ml xo 
round the World. | I fie 
Aibzezoy ju3y tyelp ops e mivroads Sivra. = 
Herr- 5 xvovds fas dverTvor* yan d is avyds | | 
Hiais axduarr© d dibiggs kun Divas. | 9 
Fol. Edit. Francof. vol 2. p. 830. 
Them Pow'rs atrial to the Ocean burl ; : i 
The Sea to Earth upſpouts ibem; thence the Whirl N « 
Of Orbits to the Sun; from him back driv 'n: 
Out-caſts of Air and Sea and Earth and Heav'n. 1 
The fame Plutarch in his Roman Queſtions, vol. 2. 
276. Fol. Franc. asks, why the Lares, which are call'd 8 b 
Preftites, have always a Dog with them. Are they 
« Prefidents, ſays he, becauſe they preſide over and : 
©. protect the Houſe, are terrible to Strangers, as MI - 
eis the Nature of Dogs, and kind and gentle to 
ce the Domeſticks? Or is that truer which ſome MI - 
Romans fay ? Who like the Followers of CH- 
& fppus think that certain evil Dæmons wander 
„ about the World, whom the Gods employ as 
* Executioners of their Vengeance upon the Unjvſt WI 
„„ and Wicked. So the Lares are a ſort of Furies % 
or avenging Dæmons, the Inſpectors of our 
« Lives and Houfes; they are therefore cloath'd | o 
« with the Skins of Dogs, and have a Dog 2 575 
«« with them, as being ſagacious in purſuing and 5 
& overtaking the Wicked.“ A « 
Here we have an expreſs Account of evil Dz" i 
mons, 22a Saiuine, the very fame in Subſtance Wl 


with the Scripture, held by all the Followers of | 
Chryfopus | 
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oyſppus both in Greece and Rome. But with 
beterence to ſo great a Writer as Plutarch, how is 
: I i poſſible that theſe Evil Spirits could be ever call'd 
+ Nl Preftites, Preſidents or Guardians? How is this 
ro Wl cconciteable with Ovid's Account of theſe Præ- 

fies! | | 


Cauſa tamen pofiti fuerat copnomints illis, 
= 2nd preſtant oculis omnia tuta ſuis. 
= Stant quoque pro nobis, et præſunt mænibus Urbis g; 
1 Et funt preſentes auxiliumque ferunt. 
Et canis ante pedes ſaxo fabricatus eodem 
Sabat. que ſtandi cum Lare cauſa fuit ? 
Servat uterque domum, Domino quoque fidus uergue; 
Compita grata Deo: compita grata can. 
= Exagitant et Tar, et turba Diania fures, 
; Pervigilanique Lares; pervigilanique Canes. 


„nut whence the Name of Preſidents adjoin'd ? 
7 8 Becauſe in them a preſent Aid we find. 
The Lar's our publick, our domeſtick Guide, 
The ſculptur'd Dog {till couches by his Side. 

JM Each loves the Maſter, each the Houſe protects; 


3 
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. f The Streets the Dog, the Streets the God affects, 
r To worry Thieves both watch with zealous Care, 
5 Nor ſleeps the faithful Dog, nor ſleeps the Ler. 


© WY Hence ir ſhould ſeem that the ares might be / 
, WJ bok'd on as Guardians againſt evil Spirits, but not 
ds Repreſentatives of them. This, which was long 
r Suſpicion only, I at laſt found confirm'd by Ma- 
] ius, whoſe Account will help us to the Cauſe of 
ANuatarch's Miſtake. He tells us, that an Oracle 
of Apollo having order'd that Hends ſhould be of- 
+ f ſer'd for Heads, and this being underſtood of human 
iN ©Lives, Tarquinius Superbus reviv'd the — 
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& of ſacrificing Children to Mania the Mother of 
the Lares for the Safety of the Houſhold: But] 
Junius Brutus after the Expulſion of the Tarquingf 
% to avoid the Wickedneſs of human Sacrifices, 
& ordered the Heads of Leeks and Poppies to be of. 
“ fered inſtead of them; and likewiſe that little 
Images of Mania ſhould be hung up before every 
t Door, which might expiate for the Family when! 
A threatn'd by any Danger. [Saturn. L. 1. Cap. 7.1 
This is further explain'd by Meurſius in his Notes 
upon Macrobius: Concerning the Images of Ma. 
te 7ja, ſays he, hung up before Doors, it muſt be. 
ce obſerved that there were always iwo toge- 
&« ther, a Male and Female, and they pray'd toff 
« Mania and the Lares to be content with theſe 
Images, and to ſpare the Living. Though 
there ſtill remains ſome Confuſion in theſe Ac- 
counts, yet there ſeems to be a clear Syſtem de- 
ducible from them, viz. That two Images, a Mat 
and Female, were firſt offer'd to Mania, or the Mo- 
ther of Ghoſts and Furies, as a propitiatory Offering 
inſtead of human Sacrifices ; that with theſe a D 
was plac'd, Dogs having probably been before ſa- 
crificed with Children for the Safety of the Family; 
that theſe Images were, by length of time, miſtook 
for Guardian Gods, and inſtead of propitiatory 
Offerings to Mania, or the Evil-Demons, were 
thought to be the Sons of Mania, from whence aroſe 
the Miſtake of their being Images of evil Dæmons, 
as they were believed by ſome few. Among the} 
old Romans therefore they were deſign'd as Propitia- 
tions to avert the Fury of Demons; among the more 
modern Romans they were accounted Præſtites, or 
Guardians againſt them, And this brings them to 
a direct Parallel with the Houſhold Saints of the Pa- 
piſts at preſent, For when Chriſtianity brought us 9 
= guy 
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Light the true Doctrine of evil Spirits, being the In- 
truments of God's Vengeance, and permitted by 
tim to tempt Men into Sin, the Heathens having 
mong them ſome confuſed Notion of this received 
ty Tradition from their Fathers, and confirm'd by 
the Writings of the Greet Philoſophers, would make 
o Scruple of admitting it. But then the Remedy 
gainſt them preſcribed by the Goſpel, viz. frequent 


f and fervent Prayers to God, would not be agreeable 


p their corrupt Minds, They would be glad of any 
ſreign and external Aid that would fave them this 
Trouble; and as they uſed to depend on their La- 
2 and Penates for this Purpoſe; they met with a 
rady Compliance from the corrupt Governors of 


de Popiſh Church, who, by the Confeſſion of their 


own Writers, accommodated themſelves to the Cuſe 
toms of the Heathens to facilitate their Converſion. 
By changing therefore the Penates and Lares into a 
(rucifix, a Virgin Mary and ſome other Saints, and 


10 :ſcribing to theſe [mages a fuller Power of driving 


JJ way Devils than the old Lares were ſuppoſed to have. 
lde Lararium was, as it were, chriſtened but the 


duperſtition and Jdolatry were exactly the ſame. 
As to evil Spirits, 1 muſt again repeat, that the 


WM Scripture Doctrine is; That God permits them ta 
MJ * tempt Mankind into Sin, and to be his Inſtru- 
ments in inflicting external Evils, ſuch as Plagues, 
Storms, Famines, Sc. but that all Methods, ex- 


* cept that ꝰ of Prayer to God for his Protection 


"oY © againſt them are vain, ſuperſtitious and idolatrous.“ 


Nov the more we look into Popery, the more 
ve ſhall find this Stpeyſtition to run thro? all Parts 
of it, v/2. of relying on ſome external Aid, ſome 
Mechanical Method of driving away Devils; and the 
rnore J have ſearched into Paganiſm, the more I find 
oY {is very Superſtition to be the Ground-work of the 


greateſt 
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greateſt Part of the Heathen Idolatries. The Proof 
of this on both parts are very numerous. The Pgd 
piſts, as we fee from their Exorciſms of Salt and off 
Water in Baptiſm, ſuppoſe the Devils to have a c. 
poral Preſence, and a ſet number of them to exift inf 
every Part of Matter till Exorciſms have drove 
them out: How nearly theſe therefore reſemble Ex. 
pedocles's Dæmons the Reader will judge. I could 
eaſily ſhew, that Incenſe, Lamps, and Holy aur 
are ſuppoſed by the Papiſts, and were ſuppoſed byf 
the Heathen to be Amulets againſt the Power off 
evil Spirits; but as the Alliance between Popery and] 
Paganiſm, in theſe Inſtances, has been proved by 
more maſterly Hands, I ſhall not add any thing 
upon theſe Heads. We have ſeen what Methods 
| both Papiſts and Heathen have taken to keep the 
Devils out of their Houſes. ——In order to ſecure 
their Perſons from them, the Papiſts frequently weat 

a Croſs ,but more commonly in 1:aly, a Medal of thrit | 
Favorite or Tutelary Saint on their Boſoms or in their 
Pockets; and the greateſt Part of the Pope's common 
Coins have ſome Saint or other for their Impreſſion. 
It is highly probable that the Cuſtom of carrying 
fuch ſandify'd Medals about them, might have 
given Riſe to that low but laughable Saying, of 
wanting a Piece of Money to keep the Devil out of 
the Pocket, That the Papiſts took this Cuſtom di- 
rectly from the Pagans, no one can rationally doubt, 
who ſees all the Cabinets of the Curioùs filled wich 
Antique Medals, with Entaglios and Cameios of the 
various Gods of the Heathens which were undoubtedly | 
carrry*d or wore by the Devotees of thoſe Gods. | 
There is ſome Difference among the Learned con- 
cerning the Meaning of the ys: or ſilver Shrines of } 
Diana of Epheſus mentioned in the Acts of the 
Apoftles. Beza ſays that they were Medals 4 5 ; 
epi 
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ende and Image of Diana to be carry'd in Mens 
Pockets, in the fame manner, as the Medals of the 
famous. Lach of Loretto are now carry'd by the 
papiſts. To confirm this, he gives us an Impreſſion 
of one that he had ſeen. That great Antiquarian 
Mon faucoon furniſhes us with Numbers of theſe Me- 
tals. But Dr. Gregory, in his very learned Treatiſe 
on this Subject, quotes. a Paſſage out of a Greek 
ſcboliaſt, which mentions ſome Man's having a 
Model in Wood of the Temple of his Tutelary 
Cod with a Miniature of the Image in Silver in the 
nidſt, Such as this therefore he thinks were the 
Silver Shrines of Diana made by Demetrius and the 
Wl Crofifmen ; and to this Opinion ſubſcribe the Doctors 
WW Hammond and Hhithy, But had they feen Mount 
ſucoon, and known what Numbers of ſuch Medals, 
% Beza mentions, were ſtili extant, and how few of 
theſe Silver Images, they would undoubtedly have 
reed with him ſo far as to allow that the Silver 
drines ſignify*d the Medals. of the Temple; tho? 
they might ſignify alſo ſuch Models as they ſpeak of. 
WT But certainly the former were much more common 


wt. u leſs expenſive. For my own part, when I ſaw 

10 wat Mulcitudes of Silver-Smithis were maintain'd in 
of WI Oe Cities of Jah, by making the like Shrines or 
or Medals of Popiſh Saints, together with the votive 
qi. Frings and other Appurtenances of Idolatry, I al- 
bt. WI "oſt thought myſelf walking among the very Shops 
ich ef the Craftgnen of Epheſus. 3 


Almoſt every one knows that the Image of Di- 


4 | na, which we are now ſpeaking of, was ſuppoſed 
"a, d repreſent either the Earth or univerſal Nature, 
on. ud her whole Body was therefore cover'd over with 


Breats as Emblems of Nutriment. Macrobius tells us 
the ſame of the Image of 1/s ¶ continuatis uberibus Cora 
Dee omne denſatur] and theſe Goddeſſes were ur 

from 
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from hence Mullimammiæ or many-breaſted. J have! 
mention'd this becauſe Eueillon de Proceſſionibus Ee. 
clefiaſticis, a Book publiſh'd by Authority in France, 
ſays, that in the Greex Church the Biſhop. in cele- 
brating Maſs is cloath'd with a Robe [ Crucibus paſ. 
im antexto quod ideo mouseaupor, id eſt, Multicruciun 
dicitur.] woven all over with Croſſes, which is there. Þ 
fore call'd many-croſs*d. This is an Inſtance offi 
_ Chriſtian Idolatry, whether in Greece or Rome, 
taking a Tincture at leaſt from the Paganiſm of each 
particular Country; for tho* Eueillon does not make 
the Application, the Author he quotes from was an 
Alatick Greek, © * 4 

But to return to other Methods of driving away | 
Devils. One of the moſt remarkable, and which a 
Traveller generally hears the loudeſt, is the rattling f 
all the Bells in their Cities during Storms of Thun-Þ 


der and Lightning. This may at firſt ſeem to be A 
deriv'd from a Pbiloſophical Principle, ſuppoſing the * 
Concuſſion of the Air given by the Bells to be effica- . 
_ cious in diſperſing the nitrous and ſulphureous Parti- © 

cles which floating in the Atmoſphere cauſe the l 

Exploſion of Thunder. But the Papiſts have quite b 

different Sentiments: They hope only to drive the N 

Devils away by the San#ity of theſe Sounds; and in I - 

order to confer this San#ity, they have a folemn I \? 

Form of luſtrating and purifying theſe Bells by Holy- I ”: 

water, Incenſe, Croſſmgs and Benedictions. All which, I " 

when a Bell is Jani d, are performed with great I * 
Pomp by the Biſbop and Clergy, who pray, as di- © 

rected by the Pontificale, ** that all the Snares of the t 

« . Enemy, the Craſh of Hail, the Fury of Whirl- | | 


« winds, and the Roar of Tempeſts may be driven | 
« far away. Let it ſubdue by the Right-hand of 
« thy [God's] Virtue all the Powers of the Air, | 
[ut boc audientes tintinnabulum contremiſcant et fugian 11 

& that 


# 
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& that hearing this Bell they may tremble and 
fly. Henny Mower juſt mentions this 

Baptiſm of Bells, and has two ſhort Quotations to 

prove it extremely ſimilar, if not directly derived 

om Paganiſm. I ſhall quote ſeveral Paſſages, 

narking the two which he has referr'd to, though 

the Second occurr*d to me long before I knew that 
he had wrote on the Subject. Firſt, he compares 
the Baptiſm of theſe Bells to the Tubiluſtria or Luſtra- 

ton of Trumpets. 


Proxima Vulcani Lux eſt 8 Tubiluſtria dicunt. 
Luſtrantur pure, quas facit ipſe, tube, 


Next Yulcar's Feaſts the Tubiluſtria paſs, 
Whoſe Prieſts then luſtrate the Cyclopian Braſs. 


As the Trumpets were thus /u/trated, there can be 
no doubt of other Muſical Inſtruments, as the Tym- 
pana, the Cymbals, &c. being luſtrated alſo, eſpe- 
cally as they were us'd in ſacred Offices. For theſe 
Inſtruments were ſuppos'd to have great Power 
both of driving away evil Dzmons, quelling of 
Storms and Tempeſts, and preventing all ſorts of 
Witchcrafts and Sorceries. If all this can be fully 


| \prov*d, there can, I think, be no doubt of the Pa- 


tits deriving their ſuperſtitious Doctrines concern- 
ing the Sanctity of their Bells directly from their 
Pagan Angeſtors. The following beautiful De- 
ſcription of driving away the Lemures or Ghoſts, 
that were ſuppos'd annually to haunt the Houſes of 
the old Romans, is taken from the fifth Book of the 
Faſti. | | | 


Nox ubi jam media eft, ſomnoque filentia prebet, 
Et canis & variæ conticuiſtis aves : a 


E. 4 ils 
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Ille memor veteris Ritils, timiduſque Deorum 
HSurgit. habem gemini vincula nulla pedes, 
+  ®Frgnaque dat digitis medio cum pollice junctis; 
Occurrat tacito ne levis Umbra fibi. 
Terque manus puras fontana perluit unda; 
Vertitur, et nigras accipit ante fabas. 


* Signaque dat] Neafpolis, a very learned Editor of the Faſti, 
thinks the Sign here mention'd was given by preſſing the Thumb 
and Middle. finger hard together, and ſmacking the latter ſharp. 
ly upon the Palm of the Hand. It is plain, ſays he, that the 
Sign was given with ſome Noiſe, leſt the Ghoſt ſhould meet 

him if he walk'd quite ſilent. But he confeſſes that he can 
find no Shadow of ſuch a Cuſtom in any other Author. I have 
a very high Opinion of Neapelis's Judgment in general, but here 
J mult diſſent. The Word [| tacito | tacit or filent is perfetly 
proper in the ſecond Line, though the Sign given was without 

Noiſe. It not only augments the Solemnity and Horror of 

the Deſcription, and renders it more pictureſque and poetical, 

but fawvere /inguis, to be ſilent, was held neceſſary in almoſt 


all the ſacred Offices of the Pagans. Paulus Mar/us, the old 
Commentator upon Ovid, ſays, that the Sign was given by 


prefimg two of the Fingers upon the Palm, and holding the 


two Forc- fingers ere with the Thumb join'd to them. I have 


before quoted a Paſſage from Apuleius that ſhews the Manner 
of praying was to hold the Thumb and Fore-finger cloſed ; 
Which being joined to this Paſſage of Ovid confirms the Opi- 
nion of the Sacredneſs of this Poſture, and the Conjecture with 
regard to the fame Poſture us'd by the Papiſts in celebrating 


Maſ:, viz. that it is probably a Pagan Rite accommodated to 


a Chriſiian Superſtition. That it was eſteem'd a ſacred Poſture 
is {till further confirm'd by its being accompany'd with ſeveral 


other ſacred Rites, the Ablution, the Uſe of Beans, and the 


Turnings. The two former are well known, ang I have alrea- 
dy ſpoke ſomething of the latter in treating ot the Stropbes, 
Antiſtrophes, Ic. uſed in Sacrifices. It may be proper to ob- 
ſerve further, that theſe Vertigines, or frequent turnings round, 
were uſed in all kinds of Adoration. To which Purpoſe Syete- 
nius ¶ in Aulo Vitellio, Cap. 2.] is very expreſs. ** He had a 


„wonderful Talent, ſays he, at Flattery, and firſt began to 


* adoreCz/aras a God; for returning out of Syria, he would 
„not dare to approach him in any other Manner than wit! 
5“ his Head veiled, turning himſelf round, and then falling 


n" > — — 5 60 22 
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Averſuſque jactt - ſed dum jacit, Hee ego mitto, 
| His, inquit, redimo meque meoſque fabis. 
Hoc novies dicit, nec reſpicit. Umbra putatur 
Colligere, et nullo terga vidente ſequi. 


« Rurſus aquam tangit, Temeſzaque concrepat era, 
R rogat ul tectis exeat Umbra ſuis. 


, When Midnight Horrors now th* Horizon fill, 
And every Beaſt and every Bird is ſtill: 

he Staunch to Tradition He who Dæmons dreads, 

ect WM Quick riſes; and with Feet unianda}*d treads. 

b His Hand extends with Thumb and Finger cloſe 
"WY Left the dire Ghoſt his tacit Ste £40 oppole. 

ily WM And thrice his Palms the limpid Water cleans 
out MW And thrice he turns, and holds the ritual Beans; 
Then flings averſe; and as he flings, he cries, 

ot WM © For Sins of me and mine let theſe ſuffice.” : 
od WM Nine times he flings, nor turns; behind the Spright 
by WY Following colle&ts them wrap'd i in viewleſs Night. 
He laves again; then raps the hallow'd Drum, 
ner And bids the dreary Spectre quit the Room. 3 q 
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pi. I This is pretty clear, but not fo full a Parallel to the [ 


Ig Popifo Bells as we find in the following Lines of 
to WM Tbeocritus. 
ure 


eral WF © proftrate before him.” Lucretius, upbraiding the Vul- 


the rar with Bigotry and Superllition, refers to the ſame Cu- 
rea- im, Lib. 5. 


hes, 

1 Nec Pietas ulla eft velatum ſæpe videri, 

to- Vertier ad Lapidem, atque omnes accedere ad aras, 
id 2 Nec procumbere humi preſtratum. 

| to | 

bud WY Think'ſt thou the Bigot pious, becauſe prone 

ling Jo veil, to turn, and fall to ev'ry ſculptur'd Stone? 
e- 


F. 2 Storen, 
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Hark the Dogs Howl; ſee in the Trivian Paſs 
Dire Hecat comes; loud ring the hallow*d Braſs, Thus 

Lo, at the Sound the Wind and Seca's at reſt, 
All Storms are huſb'd, —but that within my Breaſ,, D. 


The Ringing of brazen Inſtruments, ſays Negpo. 
tis in his excellent Notes upon Ovid's Faſti, were 
thought by the Antients to drive away Spectres, and 
he refers to the Scholiaſt on Theocritus. I ſuppoſe 
it is a Note upon this Paſſage, but I have no Edi. 
tion of Theocritus with the Scholia; the Textl 
however is ſufficiently clear without a Com 
meat. 2 : LY 

As Witchcraft was always ſuppoſed to be per 
form'd by the Agency and Aid of evil Demons 400 
ſo the ſame Sounds that were beltev'd to drive away 
the latter were eſteem'd Preſervatives againſt tht 
former. The Vulgar among the Pagans, not know: 
ing the true Cauſe of Eclipſes, when they ſaw the 
Moon in one took her to be bewitch'd, and were 
afraid of her falling down from the Sky. They 
therefore beat all the braſs Drums, Cymbals, Pans, &c. 
and raiſed a Din upon this Occaſion, e exactly like 
that which the raltling of Bells in Storms makes 
through the Cities of aby at preſent, There arc 
ſuch numerous Quotations to this Purpoſe, that | 
ſhould tire the Reader to repeat one half of them. 
The Three following are the moſt pertinent. 


Cantts 
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Cantus et e curru Lunam deducere tentat 
Et. faceret, fi non era repulſa forent. 
Tibul. Lib. I. Eleg. 8. 


The Song from Heav'n would draw the Lunar Orb, 
But that the brazen Peals the Charm diſturb. 


6. WThus Martial Lib. 12. Epig. 57. 


aſt, Dicet quot era verberent manus Urbis, 
Cum ſecta Colcho Luna vapulat Rhombo. 


Count Hands in Rome that raiſe the brazen Din, 
When the Moon labours in the Colchian Gin. 


| ry the Women of Theſaly were equally fo ; for 
Which though there are many Proofs from the beſt 
Jaſſicks, yet I ſhall entertain the Reader with one 


Author who does not rank in that Order. Petr. 
Hollon. Collatius de Excidio Hieroſolymitano, Lib. 1. 


ontinued twelve Nights ſucceſſively, 


— Duantum pavide ſuccurrere Lung 
Certantes Populi tinnitibus æris acuti, 
Ingeminant, ſurdaſque Dez nituntur ad aures 
Thefſalicum ne carmen eat, detractaque clo, 
SuppoſitaFlato terras fi mul obruat orbe ? 


T'aſſiſt the trembling Moon what Hands around 
From the ſhrill Braſs reverberate the Sound; 
Eager with hallow'd Din to deaf her Ear, 

Leſt ſhould ſhe the Theſſalian Witchcrafts hear, 


Colchis was a City of Thrace famous for Witch- 


which I think the moſt beautiful, though from an 


peak ing of a miraculous Eclipſe of the Moon which 


Headlong ſhe cruſh the Earth with all her S phere ? 
E 3 1 
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I don't know whether the Papiſts at preſent 
have any ringing of Bells or other ſimilar Super. 
ſtition during the Eclipjes ; I never faw one abroad, 
nor hapned to ask the Queſtion, nor can J find 
them mention'd in any Account of the Popiſh Ce- 
remonies. But there are two Cuſtoms, one of which 
bears a great Similitude to, and the other ſeems 
directly derived from the Superſtition of the Pagan 
old Women, Firſt, at $zn-ſet in Ttaly a Bell is rung 
in moſt of their Churches, and the People all be- 
take themſelves to Crofſmgs and Ave Marias 


Were it rung only to excite People to pray to 
God, to bleſs him for the Day that is co Ig and 


to beg his Protection in the enſuing Night, I 
ſhould be far from objecting. But it is chiefly for 
the Sanfity of its Sound, which is to drive away 


the Devils ſuppos'd to be particularly numerous and | 
bufy at the Setting and Riſing of the Sun, I do 
not much inſiſt upon this; but the Affinity 


which the next Ceremony bears to 3 i 
very glaring. 


The Papiſts repreſent all the Actions of our 8a. 
viour in Hpical Shows, and in three Days of the 
Paſſion Week they ty pify his Death and Burial in 
the following Manner. They carry away the Hef 
with all the Flowers and Ornaments of the Altar, 
and by Degrees extinguiſh all the Candles except 


One, which is conceal'd and cover'd behind the 


n Altar. As ſoon as the Church is by his means 
darken'd, (from whence theſe three Days are call'd 


the T encbre, or Days of Darkneſs,) immediately the 


People, Men, Women and Children, raiſe all the 


Clatter they are able, by rapping the Benches with 
Fiſts and Sticks; and in ſome Places they have 


wooden Machines, on purpoſe to make the greater| 
Noiſe, calld Sigua Lignea and Ligna Sacra, (Vid. 


Eueillon 
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Eueillon de Proceſſ. Eccigſiaſt. p. 28. ] which they 
continue rattling till the Prieſt produces the conceal'd 
Candle. How theſe Signa Lignea, Wooden Enſigns, 
or Sacred Sounding-boards (which from the Expreſ- 
fon ſhould ſeem to be made in Form of a Croſs) 
came to ſupply the place of brazen Inſtruments 


Eueillon tells us. He fays, that in the cclebrated 
Proceſſion before the Reliques of * St. Anaſtaſcus 


| the Martyr, theſe facred Sounding-boards were firſt 


uied, and are now (ſays he, quoting the Words of 
another Author,) retain*d, | non propter æris Penu- 
riam ſed propter vetuſtatem] ** not for want of brazen 
« Inſtruments, but for Antiquity-ſake.” To this 
therefore it will be only neceſſary to add, that the 
extinguiſhing the Candles chiefly typifies the great 
Eclipſe of the Sun which happen'd at the Time of 
our Saviour's Death: And let the Papiſts, if they 


can, give a better Reaſon of their making this ridi- 


culous Clatter in the Dark, than that they follow 
for Antiquity-Jake the very groſſeſt Superſtitions of 
their Pagan Anceſtors. 

From what has been ſaid above of the Uſe of 
brazen Inſtruments among the Pagans, we fee how 
lacred they believ'd their Sound. Whether this 
Sanctity was derived from the Uſe of theſe Inſtru- 
ments in their ſacred Feſtivals, or whether they 


The Body of this Anaſtaſius (one of thoſe of whoſe vi- 
ſionary Beiygs I have before trexted ) had been ſome time fa- 
mous in Paleſline for working Variety of Miracles, as the Re- 
ligues both real and pretended of almoſt all the Popiih Sazzrs 
of what Order or Denomination ſoever have ſince been. In the 
ſecond Nicene Council (the celebrated Eitabliſher of the Wor- 
ſp of Reliques and Images] the Miracles perform'd at the 


Shrine of this Saint were urg'd as an unanſwerable Argument 


againſt the Jconoclaſts, or Deniers of Image Worſhip, The 
pretended Body theretore was, by the Order of the Council, tranſ- 
ated from Paleſtine with the utmoſt Pomp and Feſtivity. 

E 4 0 were 
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were uſed in their Feſtivals from their pre. ſupposd 
Sanctity, will, I believe, be difficult to determine. 


cum or H:ſt when carry'd in Proceſſion to a ſick 
Perſon, and formerly in almoſt all their Proceſ. 


exact Pattern which they have copy'd. 


ceſſions a great deal more Noiſe and Tumult than is, 


As the Papiſts always ring a Bell before the Viati. 


ſions uſed Hand- bells and all ſorts of muſical Inſtr. f 
ments, which though now diſcontinued in ſome de. 
gree, yet are retain'd in their moſt ſolemn Ceremo. | 
nies. I ſhall juſt ſhew by ſix Lines of the Faſti the 


Protinus inflexo Berecynthia tibia cornu 
Ilabit, et Ideæ Feſta parentis erunt. 
Tbunt Semimares, et inania tympana tundent, 

Hraque tinnitus ere repulſa dabunt. 
Ipja ſedens molli Comitum cervice feretur 
Urbis per medias, exululata vias. 


Faſt, Lib. 4. 186, | 


Th' Ideian Mother wakes the Feſtal Day, 
And hark, the Berecyntbian Cymbals play. 5 
See where her {oft-ton'd Band the Eunuchs come; A 
Shrill ſound the Pipes, and loud the brazen Drum, ¶ p 
Upbore on Prieſtly Necks ſhe glides along W : 
Shoured from Street to Street by all th* exulting WM « 
Throng. 3 Y 
a 
t 


We find in all Accounts of the old Popiſh Pro- 


I believe, generally us'd at preſent, ſeveral Canons 
having been from time to time made to reſtrain it; 
but as certain as the preſent Proceſſions are with | 
ſome few Alterations taken from their Popiſh An- | 
ceſtors, ſo certain did the old Papiſts derive their 
Proceſſions from their Pagan Anceſtors. As to 

tne conſtant Plea of deriving them from the Jcus, 


they | 


ö 


Pagan and Popiſh Idolatry. 73 


they urge it juſt with as much Reaſon as they do 
their Derivation of Image-MWorſbip from the brazen 
Serpent which Moſes ſet up in the Wilderneſs, 
[Which very Serpent, by the way, they pretend to 
be in Poſſeſſion of, and have exalted it upon a Pillar 
in a great Church in Lombardy. ] But every Reader 
will judge whether theſe Things were taken from 
the Cuſtoms of a diſtant Nation to which they only 
bear a very faint, and in ſome things no Reſem- 
blance at all, or from the Cuſtoms of their own 
Anceſtors of which they are ſo exact a Copy. 

have juſt mention'd the Article of Proceſſions, 
which 1f branched out into Particulars would lead 
us into ſeveral beautiful Scenes of Claſſick Litera- 
ture; but would carry me beyond the Bounds of the 
pamphlet I now intend. This therefore, together 
with two other copious Articles, viz. Image-IWWorſhip, 
and the Doctrines and Practices relating to the 
Dead, I muſt reſerve for a ſecond Differtation, 
But before I conclude I ſhall mention one Inſtance 
more, which, tho* it might properly fall under the 
Article of {mage-Worſhip, 1 would by no means 
poſtpone, as I had the Honour of receiving it from 
a young Nobleman whole leaſt Praiſe it now is to be 
one of the beſt Claſſic Scholars in the Kingdom. 
Walking with him round the Harbour of Genoa, 
and communicating ſome of the Proofs that had 
then occur*d to me of this Alliance berween Popery 
and Paganiſm? Look, ſays he, pointing to the Har- 
bour, yonder's another Inſtance, a Galley of the 
Pope's with a large Saint carved upon it; not like the 
Veſſels of other Nations whole Sterns are carv'd for 
Ornament only, but the Saint is exalted on the Poop 
vith the Face towards the Crew, ready to receive 

their devout Prayers and Adorations. Is not this 


| 
10 2 - exactly 
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exactly copy*d from the Naval Deities of on wm 
_ ents, as delcrib*d by Ovid? 2 


Monte nec inferior proræ puppique recurve 
Infalit, et pictos verberat Unda Deos. 
Triſtium l. 1. Eleg, 3. 


O'er Prow and Poop the Mountain Billows daſh, 
And the gilt Gods with wreckleſs Fury laſh, 


I hope he will forgive my Acknowledgments to him| 
of this beautiful Inſtance. 


I ſhall not here inquire whether the Caſtor andi 


Pollux (the T-e%onpo, of St. Paul's Ship Ads xxviii.) 
were on the Prow or Poop ; by the Diftich above, 
it ſhould feem that the Statues of the Gods were 
ſometimes on the former as well as the latter; but 
the Poop, as more commodious for the Devotion off 
the Seamen, was the molt common Station of them.] 
They were call'd the Tutela or Guard of the Ship: 
Thus Lacan l. 3, delcribing a Fleet built in great 
_ hurry. 


* robore picto 
Ornatas decuit fulgeus Tutela carinas, 
Sed rudis et qualis procumbit mon!ibas Arbor. 


44 ane 


Rude as on Hiils they grew, the Planks are join'd 
And on the Poops no glittering Guardians ſhin'd, 


The Want of knowing this Cuſtom has kept all the 
Commentators, that L have ſcen, on Virgil in the 
dark with regard to one of the moſt beautiful Paſſa4 
ges in the Hueid. Upon #meas's Shield form'd bi 
Vulcan, was the Battle of dium btween Auguſt 


Cefar and Antony, the latter being attended by Cler4 
| parrd 


tl 
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ura and the Agyprian Fleet, It is well known, 
mat ſoon after the Loſs of this Battle Cleopatra kill'd 
herſelf by applying an Aſp to her Boſom. 
FEY b 
— Arva nova Neptunia cede rubeſcunt. 
Regina in meaits patrio vocat agmina Syſtro ; 
Nec dum etiam geminos a tergo reſpicit Angues, 
Omnigenumque Deum Monſtra, et Latrator Anubis, 
Contra Neptunum et Venerem, contraque Minervam 
Tela tenent : ſævit medio in certamine Mavors 
Cælatus ferro, iriſteſque ex ethere Dire, 
Et ſciſſa gaudens vadit Diſcordia palla 


. Luam cum ſanguines ſequitur Bellona flagello. 


Aneid. l. viii. 703. 

Now Slaughter dire empurples Neptune's green. 

High in the midſt with Syſtrum ſhrill the Queen 

Calls her gay Troops, nor ſees behind how cloſe 

Two pointed Aſps their glittering Stings diſcloſe. 

Anubis growling God, and all the Might 

Of Monſters Deity'd, oppoſe in Fight 

Minerva, Venus, Neptune: Midſt the War 

Mars ſtorms, and Fiends in Whirlwind ride the 
Ari 8 

Diſcord her Robe all rent exulting bears; 

And high th' enſanguin'd Laſh Bellona rears *. 


The 


The Reader may, perhaps, wonder why I have affixed 

new Tranſlation©to all the Extracts from the Poets, when ſeveral 
af them have been tranſlated before by much better Hands, and 
particularly FirgiPs Aneid by Mr. Dryden, Dr. Trap, and 
Mr. Pitt. My Reaſons are, Firſt, That I wonld preſent the 
Reader with Novelty at leaſt; and Secondly, That the Paſſages 
| have had Occaſion to quote, happen'd not to be expreſs'd in 
any former Tranſlations according to my Interpretation of 
tiem. I ſhall however preſent the Reader with Mr. Pitt's 


Tranſlation of the Lines above, as being much preferable to either 
ofthe ſormer. 


The 
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The two Aſps, ſay the Commentators, behind! 


Cleopatra were engrav'd upon her Shield, which 


hung on her Back. But if Virgil intended to re. 
preſent Cleopatra in Armour, which is probable, her 


Shield would be on her Arm and not behind her 


Back in the Heat of Battle, Beſides, the Poſture off 


The beauteous Queen amidſt the dire Alarms 
With her loud Timbrels calls her Hoſts to Arms; 
Flies to the Fight, nor heeds the Snakes that wait, 
And hiſs behind, dread Miniſters of Fate. 
Againſt great Neptune, in his Strength array'd, 
Aud beauteous Venus, and the blue-ey'd Maid, 
Engage the Dog Anubis, on the Flabds, 

And the lewd Tribe of Egypt's Monſter Gods. 

In poliſb'd Steel conſpicuous from afar, 

Amid the tumult ſtorms the God of Mar. 

Her Robes all rent, "with many an ample Stride, 
Grim Diſcord ali d triumphant oer the Tide, 
Next with her bloody Scourge Bellona flies, 

And leads, in fatal Pomp, the Furies of the Skies. 


The Language is perſectly beautiful, and the Numbers exqui-| 


| titely ſweet; but I cannot agree to the Propriety of ſome of the 
Expreſſions: Firſt, The Egyptian Sylrum is allow'd by all the 
Commentators to have been ſhrill-ton'd and very improper for a 
warlike Inſtrument. Virgil, therefore, intended to expreſs the 
gay Effiminacy of the Egyptian Hoſt led by ſuch an Inſtrument 


and ſuch a General. But h Timbrels by no means conveys 


this Idea. Secondly—The /ewwd Herd of Egypt's Monſter Gods 
is, I think, improper. Virgil would upbraid the Egyptian: 


with the monſtrous Figures of their Gods, but not with the 
Lewane/s of them, for which the Roman Deities and eſpecially 


Venus, the very Goddeſs of Lewdneſs, were ten times more no- 
torious. In the laſt Line -e Furies of the Shies looks 
like the celeſtial Furies contrary to the Pagan Theology, which 
made the Furies Natives of Hell tho* permitted to fly about, and 
raiſe Combuſtions in the Air. My laſt Objection to this Tranſ- 
lation is what it has in common with Mr. Dryden's, viz. that 
eight Lines of the Latin are extended to fourteen in the Eng 116; 
which muſt neceſſarily weaken the Nerves and Vigour of the 
Poetry Nowithſtanding all which it may be juftly eſteem d 
an exceeding beautiful Verſion. 


the 
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the Snakes darting their Stings at her, which would 
finely expreſs the Omen, and which I imagine Vir- 
zi] intended, and have accordingly hinted it in the 
Engliſh, this could not be expreſs'd on her Shield : 


Nor would Virgil have us'd the Word reſpicit fo ab- 


furdly as to ſay, ſhe did not as yet /ook back upon the 


Snakes engrav'd upon her own Back, The Reader 


has, I doubt not, prevented me in the true Interpre- 
ation, viz. That the Aſps or Snakes were carved 
upon the Poop of Cleopatra's Ship as being two of 


I the Egyptian Deities z and then the reſt of the Gods, 


fmbis and all the deified Monſters, are naturally 


jpined with them in Fight againſt Neptune, Venus and 


Pallas the Deities carved on the Roman Ships. Not 
obſerving this, the Commentators ſuppoſe all theſe 
Gods to be allegorical, fighting againſt each other 
in Imitation of Homers. But how much more juſt 
and beautiful does the Deſcription appear, when after 
ranging the Gods on the Roman and Eg yptian Ships 
in Battle-array againſt each other, the Poet firſt ani- 
mates them, and then warm'd with his Subject riſes 
into Allegorical Deities. Mars ſtorms between the 


Fleets; the Furies ride the Air; Diſcord exults in 


torn Garments, and Bellona brandiſhes her bloody 


Phip. 


One can ſcarce quote a Paſſage relating to the 
Heathen Deities which the Papiſts have not imitated 

in more than one Inſtance. Bellona's bloody Whip 
refers to the Cyſtom of her Fanatick Prieſts laſhing 
and cutting themſelves to do her Honour, Which 
Cuſtom, abſurd and ſhocking as it is, has been 


adopted by the frantick Bigotry of the Popiſh Monks. 

But the Parallel here, together with the Popiſh 

Prieſts having their Heads in Imitation of the Prieſts 

of J, the various Religious Orders both Male 

ad Female among the Papiſts, in imitation of ihe 
| 0! 
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finely expreſs the Omen, and which I imagine Vir- 
intended, and have accordingly hinted it in the 
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Time the rapid Progreſs of our Heroick Princes 
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old Sali, the Veſtal Virgins, Sc. Theſe have bee 
ſo fully ſet forth by Henny Mower, and fo beau 
_ tifully illuſtrated again by Dr. Midaleton, that ng 
thing is left for me to add. I ſhall therefore take 
my leave of the Reader at preſent ; but if the Quo 
tations from the antient Claſſicks with the few 00 
ſervat ions made upon them have been a tenth Part 
as agreeable to him as the Search has been 
to me, | ſhall very willingly continue it. Other 
wiſe I muſt ſay with the Dramatick Author, whoſe 
firſt Performance was hiſſed off the Stage. 
Cæſtus repono. 3 
I was led into the Subject meerly by the Thoughts 
of printing an occaſional Sermon upon the Cor: 
ruptions of Popery, to which I defign'd this as an 
Appendix; but I ſoon found it too copious for thatf 
\ Purpoſe, and the Difficulty of procuring in a remote] 
County only a few of the many Books I wanted tol 
conſult occaſioned a Delay of ſome Weeks; in which 


Arms has render*d a Sermon on the Rebellion as 
ſale as an old News- paper. 

As have on all Occaſions expreſs'd myſelf with 
great Zeal againſt Popery, which is ſtill increaſed! 
the more I read and know of it, it may be neceſſary 
to declare here, that I have not the leaſt Perſonal 
Antipathy againſt any one Member of that Com- 
munion. It is not the particular Members, but} 
the Policy of the Church as a Body«hat we dread ;| 2 
and where that does not oblige them to break thro' 
the Principles of Humanity and Politenefs, an 
Engliſh Proteſtant in France and Italy is ſure to meet 
with a great deal of both. The Eugliſb are often 
accus'd of importing the Vices of Foreigners, I hope 
at leaſt therefore we ſhall tranſplant their Yirtues 
too, and never delerve the Character which is, (I " 
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y believe unjuſtly) given of us Abroad, viz. That 
t are not ſo civil and hoſpitable to Foreigners in 
land, as they to the Enghſh in France and Italy: 
that when the preſent dreadful Animo/izies ſhall 

ze, and Peace ſhall again return with healing on 
kings, we may converſe with our neighbouring 
{ations in eaſe, freedom and good-manners, and 
dea vour to win them over from an 1dolatrous and 
hurharous Religion, by our obliging Converſation 
moupled with Fear, 
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AGE 37. &. 3. for f a dozen, read lens or three. 
Page 42. I. 14. for Anti- iype, read Archetype. 
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